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PREFACE. 


My  son  Silas  some  3'ears  ago  requested  me 
to  write  a  sketch  of  our  family,  before  the  facts 
known  to  me  should  pass  away  with  me  and 
be  forgotten.  I  at  first  thought  of  confining 
myself  almost  exclusively  to  genealogy  ;  but  I 
have  departed  from  this  idea  to  some  extent, 
as  will  be  seen.  I  have  said  little,  if  anything, 
of  the  living,  or  of  those  facts  known  to  my 
children,  or  as  accessible  to  them  as  to  me.  I 
have,  since  my  health  gave  way,  frequently 
regretted  that  I  did  not,  during  the  lives  of  my 
mother  and  my  maternal  grandmother,  write 
out  and  preserve  the  more  prominent  facts  of 
our  family  history,  especially  those  relating  to 
our  ILiiguenot  ancestry.  1  could  forty  years 
ago,  no  doubt,  have  carried  iho  history  of  my 
wife's  family  back  a  generation  or  two  further. 
I  could  probably  have  learned  from  Col.  Woods 
when  his  great-graiulfathtn*  Woods  came  frouj 
Ireland  to  North  Carolina ;  and  also,  from  mv 
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wife's  maternal  grandfather,  Avhen  his  ances- 
tors came  to  tliis  country.  But  forty  years 
ago  I  did  not  feel  any  particuhir  interest  in 
collecting  and  pi'eserving  tliese  fncts  for  my 
childi-en.  My  wife  had  tlie  family  Hible,  in 
which  the  record  of  her  fatlicr's  family  was 
kept.  When  she  got  the  ]jible,  after  her 
father's  death,  it  had  gone  pretty  much  to 
pieces.  There  is  an  impression  in  the  family 
that,  some  years  before  her  death,  she  took  out 
the  leaves  containing  this  record,  and  gave 
them  to  her  brother  Levi  for  safe-keeping. 
Levi,  I  understand,  is  of  the  same  impression  ; 
but,  if  the  record  was  placed  in  his  hands,  he 
has  mislaid  it.  My  sister  gave  our  own  family 
record,  some  years  ago,  to  her  brother  Isaac, 
but  he  seems  to  have  mislaid  it.  This  Avill 
account  for  the  omission  of  some  dates  as  to 
births  and  deaths,  that  would  otherwise  be 
expected. 

Most  of  the  time  I  have  been  unable  to 
write,  and  when  able  to  do  so,  could  write  only 
a  little  at  a   time. 

L.  M.  JONES. 

TRi:NTuN,  Teiiii.,    ISOl. 
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^liE  writer  of  tlie  f()llo\viii«,'-  paper  wiis  lioni  in 
T  Hiilifiix  Count}-,  Vir^iniii,  S<q)U'iiil)i'i'  I'Otli,  18J7. 
My  fiithei's  niune  was  Jiinics  15.  Joni-s,  iind  my  niotli- 
er'.s  niiiidcn  name  was  I':iizalH'lli  i\.  Caidwell.  She 
was  the  dan^liter  of  Mary  (Jardwcll,  wlio  was  tliu 
dan<;lit(U'  of  Jeltrey  l*;dmer.  IMy  maternal  ^raiid- 
motlier,  Mary  Palmer,  first  mariied  a  Car<hvell.  T\w 
olVsprin^'  of  this  union  were  lliree  dan^yliters,  Snsan 
r.,  my  nM)tlier,  and  Obedience  T.  Snsan  P.,  the  old- 
est of  the  danohters,  married  Tiiomas  O'Conner  ;  and 
Obedience,  the  youngest,  married  William  Wilson. 
After  the  death  of  Cardwell  my  j-ramlmotlier  married 
ii  nmn  by  the  name  of  Wray.  Cardwell  died  before  I 
was  born.  I  sev^erai  limes  saw  Wray  when  I  was  a 
boy.  lie  and  Grainlmother  Wray  were  oiuie  at  my 
father's.  1  distinctly  recollect  thai  he  Mas  (piite  a 
^(^slly  man.  ]Mos(^s  .and  Labon  l\  Wray  were,  the 
only  children  of  this  marriage.  After  my  grand- 
mother married  Wray,  they  lived  in  North  Caicdina 
until  the  death  of  l\Ir.  Wray.  1  am  under  the  im- 
])ression  fchat  JNlr.  Wray  was  a  citi/(!n  of  North 
Carolina  wlieii  lie  married  my  granchnoiher.  After 
the  death  of  Mr.  Wray,  his  widow  with  her  t\Vo  sons 
Moses  and   Labon,  moved    bacd;   to   Halifax  County, 


G  FAMILY    REMINTSCENCKS!. 

Virjiiiiiii,  and  lived  wiMi  Undo  O'Coimer.  As  stated, 
iHii- «»l<l(',st  daii-litcr  had  inanicd  INfr.  O'C/Oimcr.  My 
iiiideistaiidiiiji-  is  tliat  IMr.  AVray  Avas  a  widower  wlioii 
lie  inanied  my  ^raiidiuotlier,  and  had  one  or  more 
clnhlresi  living?  hy  a,  former  wife;  one  of  wliom,  a 
dan<;lit.er,  inarri(Ml  IMead  ^ViIsoll,  a  bi-otlier  of  tlie 
Wilson  that  married  my  aunt,  Obedience  T.  My 
aunt  was  alwaj's  (jailed  '•  I'iddy"  in  the  family. 

William  Wilson  moved  from  Koith  Carolina  to 
Henry  County,  Tennessee,  some  years  before  my 
father  left  Yirjiinia  for  Teiniessee.  Some  two  or  three 
years  after  my  fa thei- settled  in  ('arroll  County,  Wil- 
son also  moved  to  Carroll  (.'ounty. 

My  j,n'eat-<;rand father,  Jelfiey  Palmer,  lived  near 
Hunting-  Creek  T.aptist  Church,  in  Halifax  County, 
Virji'inia.  ITe  died  after  f  was  born,  but  1  was  too 
younft"  to  remember  him.  ITe  had  tive  sons,  Daniel, 
Jeffrey,  Moses,  Labon  and  Tleniy  Palmer.  Henry 
was  the  youngest  of  the  sons.  I  do  not  know  that 
1  am  givinj»-  their  names  in  order.  Henry  bad  three 
danjijbters.  One  married  a  man  named  Tiaiidiam; 
;^^ary,my  f;randmother,  first  marrie<l  a  (3ardwell;  and 
one  married  a  man  named  Threat — I  b^dieve  that  was 
bis  name,  tbou<;-li  I  am  not  ]iositive.  They  lived  in 
Pittsylvania.  County,  Vir<;inia.  I  saw  her  but  once. 
1  was  then  quite  a  boy.  Labon  Palmer  had  but  one 
child,  a  daughter,  who  married  a  IMr.  l^oyd.  I  recol- 
lect to  have  seen  Boyd  and  his  wife  when  I  was  a 
boy  fifteen    or  sixteen  years  of  a^c.     They  were  at 
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Uncle  O'Ooiiiiei's  who  lived  ncai-  Iljilinix  Court 
IIoiiHe.  1  li;i(l  p)iie  tlieic  lo  iitlciul  ;i  ciiinij-iiieetiii--, 
iiiul  it  seems  tli;it  tliey  w  ere  tlicn"  for  llie  siuiie  pur- 
pose. ]Mrs.  IJoyd  was  u  very  liaiKlsoine  lady.  j](.yd 
iiiul  wile  [>aid  a  visit  to  this  country  some  years 
before  1  was  married.  They  were  at  Aiiiil  OHJoiiiiei's 
and  Mother's,   hut   I  <li(l  not  see  tiiem. 

I  several  times,  when  ii  boy,  visited  Ilah'fax  ;  and 
1  knew  Jill  my  niotliei's  uncles,  save  Labon  I'almei. 
I  don't  think  1  ever  saw  him.  I  am  under  the  im- 
I.u•e.s^^ion  that  he  lived  in  Pittsylvania  County. 

J3aniel  Palmer  was  the  man  of  whom  my  children 
have  heard  me  speak  as  sayin^-  he  ''would  never  take 
another  drink  between  Toot's  liranch  and  Pannis- 
ter's,  unless  he  felt  like  it."  JIalifax  Court  Ilou.se  is 
situated  between  Toot's  Branch  and  liannister  Uiver. 
Uncle  Daniel  und  some  of  the  neighbors,  ys  I  heard 
the  story,  had  been  to  the  Court  House  one  day,  and 
while  there  Uncle  Daniel  had  taken  a  few  driidcs  too 
many,  and  was  several  sheets  in  the  wind.  Peturn- 
ino-  home,  he  got  a  dnckin-'  in  Pa-unister  Piver,  and, 
as  he  thought,  was  in  danger  of  being  drowned.  As 
he  got  out  of  the  river,  on  the  iin[)ulse  of  the  moment, 
he  ex(!laimed:  "1  will  never  take  another  drink  be- 
tween Toot's  Prancli  and  Panuister's  !"  (idling  over 
his  fright,  and  linding  his  money  safe,  alter  a  long 
pause,  he  added,  "  unless  I  feel  like  it."  1  exi)ect 
he  was  always  true  to  this  promise. 

.lellVey  P.ilm:)r,  tin*  gramlfaMuM' of  my  m,)lher,  was 
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ii  man  of  j^Dod  [)r()[K'ity— *mi;;lit,  I  suiujosc,  be  said  to 
hiivii  been  wealthy. 

Henry,  the  yonnj^cst  ol"  the  bo^s,  nianie(l  Hannah, 
a.  (lan>;hter  ot  iny  ^reat-nnck",  l']lia.s  Palmer.  Alter 
his  death,  wliich  was  ei^ht.  oi'  ten  years  alter  my 
father  eanui  to  tliis  se(;ti()ii,  liis  widow  and  somc^  of 
lier  ehildren  mo\-ed  to  and  settled  in  J)3-er  (.'ounly, 
Tennessee.  Dr.  Palmer  Avas  one  of  her  eliildri'ii. 
Her  daii,i;hter  kSiisaii  nmrried  A.  IT.  Smith,  of  iMcLe- 
moresvill*'. 

A  year  or  two  alter  I  was  married,  Aunt  llanimh 
visited  IMothei-.  Sin;  and  iMother  eamoto  IIuntinj;ton 
and  stayed  with  ns  several  days.  Aunt  Hannah 
look(Ml  (|nite  nat  nral.  1  eonld  see  no  ehan^^c,  in  her, 
fiom  tli(!  time  I  had  last  seen  iier,  when  a  lioy,  except 
that  she  looked  sli;;iitly  older.  J\li'.  Hmith  and  ('ousiii 
Susan,  returning  from  a  visit  to  Dyer,  alter  they  were 
married,  called  and  stayed  all  night  with  us.  I  si)ent 
a  delightful  time  in  talking  to  lier  about  "Old  Vir- 
ginia," and  th(i  i)erson,s  we  had  known. 

IJnelc  JelfVey  Palmer,  juy  great-uncle,  had  .1 
daughter  named  Susan  She  married  a  man  named 
Coats.  He  moved  to  Hardeman  County  shortly  after 
my  father  canu;  to  Tennessee.  In  i)assing,  he  called 
on  us;  but  for  a  great  nniny  years  1  have  not  heard 
from  him  or  his  fannly. 

When  Aunt  Hannah  moved  to  this  county,  she  left 
a  color(Ml  man  behind.  The;  owner  of  his  wif(!  did  not 
wish  to  [>art  with  her,  and  [xuhaps  his  wife  i)referre(l 
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to  rcMiiiiiii.  After  liis  wife's  deiitli  lie  ennie  to  this 
coiiiitiy,  iiiid  stiiyed  several  weeks  at  I\Iotlier's.  Jle 
liiul  heloii^icd  to  Iier  ^raiidiatliei",  JellVey  Palmer. 
iNIotlier  had  heeii  raised  on  tlie  plaiilatioii  with  him. 
8lie  was  very  J4lad  to  meet  with  him.  I  went  to  see 
Alothei-  wliile  he  was  there.  8he  ha<l  him  called  in 
alter  supper,  ^ave  him  a  seat,  and  we  had  a  lony^  talk 
with  iiim  about  "old  times,"  and  his  old  master,  Jef- 
frey Palmer,  in  jiarlienlar. 

T!ie  Lijihts,  of  Dyer  County,  are  related  to  the 
Palmers.  Thi'ir  mother  was  a  sister  of  Aunt  Hannah 
Pahner  and  a  daughter  of  old  Uncle  Elias  Palmer. 

1  know  but  little  about  the  other  descendants  of 
Great-Graiidfather  Jeffrey  Palmer.  We  kept  up  no 
correspondence  with  them  after  we  came  to  Teniu-s- 
see.  Indeed,  I  was  luiver  thrown  much  with  my 
nn)ther's  relations.  When  1  was  a,  boy  my  father 
Mvvd  in  Charlotte,  ami  they  in  Halifax  County.  1 
was  taken  by  my  mother,  when  she  visited  them,  ami 
Ji  few  times  visited   Dncle  O'Conner's  family. 

Jeffrey  J'abner,  my  ^reat-j^i  and  father,  aiite-dafed 
the  Revolutionary  War.  i-tliiuk  he  was  hdJi  a  soldier 
in  the  war,  lurL-hiretl-a,  substilulii.  \  f  n  \ '   ('       ,  --  i 

On  the  mat<nnal  sid(^  my  aiicesfois  were  of  Iluj^ue- 
uot  descent.  Durin;;  the  |>ersecutiou  of  the  llu<^ue- 
nots  un<ler  Louis  XJ  V  of  Prance,  many  of  them  fled 
from  that  couidry  to  neighboring-  States.  ^J'his  was 
especially  the  case  after  the  repeal  of  the  ICdict  of 
Nantes,  in    KIS").     Many   of  the    Ihiguenots  canu'    to 
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South  (^Jii'oliiiii,  iiiid  somo  to  other  States,  North  Ciir- 
oli'ia  and  V^irojui;,.  Tliese  kept  up  eoiiespondeuco 
auiou^  tiieiuselves  anti  relatives,  and  oeeasionally 
vi.sitc'd  cacli  other;  so  J  leaiu.d  Ikmu  miv  uiollier. 
My  rccoUectiou  is  that  it  was  my  ^leat-^iandiiudher 
Palnu'i's  j^Tiiiulpaieuts  that  were  anioiij;-  the  fugi- 
tives.* 

I  heard  juy  luother  and  ;;randnn)ther  ^Vray  fre- 
quently S|)eak  of  the  Ilii^uenols,  tlu'ir  mode  of  dress, 
etc,  Tiie  oMer  pal•ti(^s  dressed  pivtty  -grandly,  after 
the  French  style.  I  have  heard  my  nu.ther  speak  of 
the  fact  that  wliile  in  France  their  ]lu<;uenot  ances- 
tors had  a  JJihIe.  It  was  kept  in  a  lar.nc,  heavy  chair, 
with  a-  sprin<;-  bottom,  or  with  the  bottom  fastened 
down  by  ii  sj)rin^.  Flax  threads  wen;  wonn<l  throuo], 
ill  I  the  leaves,  passing;'  over  tin;  back  of  the  book, 
wh'crethey  were  fastened  lo-ether,  foi'  its  bet  lei'  pre- 
servation. When  the  JJibie  was  read  they  always 
kept  some  one  on  the  watch,  to  prevent  suri)rise. 
After  readin-*-,  it  was  carefully  jdaccd  away  in  the 
chair,  and  the  bottom  fastened  with  the  sprinj^'. 
The  chair  was  so  constructed  that  you  coidd  handle 
it  iind  never  suspect  that  aiiythino'  was  in  it,  or  that 
it  wiis  anythin-'  more  than  a,  liu<;e  fiamed  chair. 

My  mother  said  that  her  grandmother  palmer  was 
one  of  tiie  most  elegant  and  quiet  bnlies  slie  ever  knew. 


*  Since  this  was  written,  I  have  received  a  letter  from  one 
of  the  family  relativi'S,  who  states  that  liiy  uioiuury  is  correct 
118  to  this  fact. 
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She  said  she  never  saw  her  j^ive  way  to  ill-temiM'r  or 
aiij^er  in  her  life;,  or  do  aiiytiiiii^'  uiibecoinin^-  a-  lady. 
Her  j^ra  11(1  fat  her  was  a  most  cxeidleiit  man,  honorable 
in  all  the  walks  of  lil'c,  hut  <jni(dc-t»Mn[)ercd.  In  this 
latter  respect  he  and  his  wife  dilferi'd. 

I  ha,ve,  since  my  health  <;ave  wny,  rieipiently  re- 
j^retted  that  1  had  not  taken  nn»re  interest  in  this 
[)a.rt  of  riic  family  histoiy,  and  learned  from  my 
mother,  (Jrrandmot her  Kay  and  Aunt  OHjonner,  fuller 
particjiilars  of  our  llu^uenot  progenitors.  They  knew 
the  Hn.^ni'not  families  that  first  came  to  this  country, 
and  could  have  j^iven  many  interesting;-  family  in- 
cidents connected  with  lliem.  As  stated,  it  was 
my  great-j;randnu)tlier  Palmer's  fjrandparents  tliat 
were  anu)ng'  the  fngitivcs.  ]\Iy  name,  ''LcClraml 
.Michanx,"  is  French;  ami  this  is  the  ^\■ay  \\e  have 
the  family  name.  1  do  not  Icnow  from  \\liat  ccnintry 
thc!  Palnuu's  endf^rated, 

(Inide  O'C/onner  died  dnrinj;-  the  first  year  after  my 
fiitluM"  came    to  Tcniaessec. 

In  the  fall  of  18,'?()  my  father  went  back  to  Virj^inia 
to  close  up  his  business,  ami  Aunt O'Ooinier,  her  fam- 
ily, (Irandmother  ^\'ray  and  her  two  sons,  M()ses  and 
Ijabon,  <;anK'.  ba<dc  with  Itim.  Aflei'  (Irandmother 
Wray  was  married  the  second  time,  she  and  her 
husband  wcMit  to  North  Carolina,  taking  with  them 
her  youngest  daughter.  Obedience.  ]\ly  mother  re- 
mained with  lier  grandparents  until  she  was  married. 

Labon    Wray,   two  or  three  yeais  after  coming  to 
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Tennessee,  niiinied  ii,  Miss  Iliill,  nie<;e  of  l*ev.  Jiiin<'s 
iind  Eobeit  Hurt.  Wi';iy  died  Ji  few  dn^s  iifter  ni^- 
return  from  IVIexieo,  in  tlie  sprinj:;'  of  lS-17. 

Moses  Wniy  married  a  lady  in  Weakley  County, 
and  died  a  few  years  after  his  brotlier  Lahon. 

Grandmotlier  Wray  lived  witli  Aunt  O'Ccuiner,  and 
died  at  an  advanced  age.  Siie  was  over  eiglity  years 
when  slie  died.  1  liave  remarked  tliat  x\unt  Hannah 
Palmer  married  Henry  Palmer,  her  cousin,  son  of 
Jeffrey  Palmer,  my  mother's  gran<lfather.  Hannah 
Palmer  was  the  dauj^hter  of  Eiias  Palmer,  brother  of 
Jeffrey  Palmer,  the  elder. 

Klias  Palmer  lived  on  the  Coles'  Ferry  Ptoad,  near 
Avliere  the  ^Morton's  J'Vrry  Poad  leaves  that  road. 
When  a  boy,  I  went  with  my  mother  several  times  to 
visit  lier  relatives  in  Halifax,  and  I  was  with  her 
during-  those  visits  at  iiis  house.-  He  was  ([uite  an 
old  man,  and  may  have  ap[)eared  older  than  he  really 
was.  I  understood  that  he  was  a  soldier  in  the  Pev- 
olutionary  War.  1  have  heard  my  mother  si)eak  of 
the  fact  that  he  said  the  sweetest  bread  he  ever  ate 
he  made  up  on  his  haiidkercliief  and  bak  jl  in  the 
ashes.  He  and  his  commainl  had  been  running  from 
the  Pritish.  They  at  the  time  had  nothing  but  a 
little  corn-meal  to  eat.  Peaching  a  spring  where  a 
halt  was  ordered,  they  got  water,  and  he  umde  up  his 
ration  of  jueal,  baked  and  ate,  as  stated.  The  old 
gentleuKin    was    always    fond    of    taking    his    peach 
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I  l)i;ui(ly  Mild  lioiicy  ht'loK;  hieiil^liist.     'J'liis  wiis  ;\  xciy 

I  coiiinioii  |)r;u;ri('i',  in  liis  (l;iy. 

My    niotlici'    liiid     ii    j^iciit  uiiclc    Piiiiud     I.((ii;iiMl, 

■  wlio  Wiis  iiioiliilly  woiiiKlcd  liy  a  round   shot  or  bonih 

I  ill  some   Wattle  in  South  (;;iroliii;i.     She  scvcial    times 

showed  inc,  a  tnudvlir  he  was  wcaiiiij;-  at  the  tiiiic.  It 
may  iiavc  ix'cn  a  kncc-lnicUh',     It  has  the  appeal  aiicc 

^  of  having'  been  l)atteie(l   in  some  way.     J  suppose  my 

sister  IJettic  Ann  has  it  yet.  Mother  stated  how  ir 
was  ln'oii^ht  from  Soiitii  Carolina  to  Halifax,  but  1 
have  tor-gotten.     It  was  sent  as  a  niemento. 

On  one  of  I\Iothei's  visits  to  Halifax,  she  to<»k 
Pleasant,  a  colored  boy,  with  lier  as  a  nurse.  Plca>- 
antainl   myself  art;  about  the  same  a;;('.     When   she 

1  J4()t  to  Uncle  O'Coiiiiei's,  .Mother  said  to  Pleasant,  "If 

yoi!  <;o  throuj^h  that  j^afe,"  meaninj;-  the  yar«l  ^ate,  "I 
will  whip  yon  "  TTncle  O'Conner  was  ;i  w  lieidw  ri.^ht, 
and  eini)loye(l  a  }j;(»od  many  hands  in  making;  wagons, 
etc.  She  was  iifraid  to  ha\e  Pleasant  talce  the  child 
out  to  the  sliO]»s,  wlier(;  I  Ik;  hands  wci-e  en^a^^cd  at 
work.  She  had  not  been  at  IJiK-h;  O'Connei's  loiin- 
before  Pleasant  and  the  child  weie  missing.  JMother 
calh'd  him  up,  iuid  was  about  to  let  in  on  him,  sayiii;^, 
"  Didn't  J  tell  you  that  if  yon  went  thronj^h  that  ^ate 
I  would  whip  youf  He  at  once  answered  :  "Lord, 
Mistiss,  1  didn't  yo  thron-;li  the  ^ate  ;  1  ^ot  over  the 
ItMHU'!"  This  ended  tlu^  matter.  I  never  heard  a 
better  piece  of  special  pleading-  than  this.  LMeasant 
is  now  liviiij^'  in  Can-oil  County,  luul  (loin<^  well. 
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Williiiiii  rioiics  \\;is  tlrc  niiiiic  oT  my  |),it(Mii;il  ;^i;ui(i. 
firMior.  He  ;il.s(»  fivt-d  in  Iliilil-ix  ('niiiily,  imt  more 
flmii  two  or  tlticc  iirilcs  iVoiii  wIumc  old  IJiicIt'  h]\\\\H 
Palmer  Iiv<M|.  1  was  rrcciiiciitly  at  l»is  Inmsc,  wlicii  ;i 
boy.  n<'  (lird  stM't'ial  years  belore  my  lather  eamo 
to  Teiiiiessee.  Ife  was  <jiiit<'  an  old  man  at  my  ear- 
liest recollrction,  Fnv  a  year  or  two  Uelori^  lie  died 
lie  was  s')nH-wliat  paralyzi'd.  I -revollect  Ixininat  ]\\s 
lioMse  one  time  w  Ireii  lie  walked  veiy  badly,  and  liad 
To  hold  to  soitierliiiiL;'  to  enahU;  him  to  walk  or  stand. 
Ilis  wile  was  a  Miss  15rowii.  She  was  (lalled  Patsy. 
In  my  eai  lier  yeais  I  niideisfood  that  my  ^raiidlatlicr 
Jones  seix'ed  a  slioit  time;  in  the  Pevolnl  ionaiy  War. 

Two  or  three  years  after  my  father  left.  Virj;inia, 
(Jrandmother  .loiies  and  her  family  als(»  r-ame  to  Ten- 
nessee, Jler  son,  L/nelt;  ^Villianl  , Jones,  and  lamily, 
n.  Wysitl  and  family  ( Wyatt  had  mariied  her  <laii-;li- 
tor  Sarah  ),  her  daughters  ,Jane  and  Petsy,  canH!  with 
lier<  Tlu'se  «lan;;hters  were  not  mariied.  ^Knnt.Ianc! 
became,  |>araly/<e(l,  and  <iie.d  at  mymolhtir'.s  durin<;' 
the  latter  part,  of  the  war,  I\!y  ^i  andmotln'r  Jones 
lived  to  b(i  \'^'\■y  old,  nearly  oiu^  Iiuiidre<l  years.  1  do 
Jiat  re(',o]k'(;t,  tin'  year  of  her  death.  After  ninety 
years  of  aj^c  alie  was  able  to  walk  abont  the  neighbor- 
hood. Her  memory  hud  suffered  but  little  from  old 
aj;e.  If  she  had  a  defeetive  tooth  in  her  lit;ad  I  do 
not  know  it.  She  was  stoutly  built,  but  not  oNcr  me- 
dium height. 

iMy  ^^rt^at-f^rand father  -lones'  name  was  liobert,  as  [ 
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le.inicd.  1  ;iin  not  iiblc,  to  triicc,  tlic  pntiMiial  liii« 
bi'Voiid  my  ,ui;iii(ir;Hli('V,  Willijiiii  .loiics.  I  do  not 
know  in  wiitit  year  his  fiimily  came  to  this  countiy. 
I  have  always  nndorstood  they  were  of  Welsh  descent. 

My  son  «ilas  will  recollect  Cousin  l^yal  IJiyant, 
who  lived  near  Shady  (J  rove,  and  win*  died  a  lew 
years  a  iter  the  war. 

1  have  stated  that  in  the  ntatcriial  line  our  aii<;estry 
were  French  Hnjinenol.s,  and  that  many  Ilngnenots 
Ih'd  IVoni  Fiance  and  settled  in  8onth  Carolina  dnrinj;' 
the  lei^n  of  Lonis  XIV.  Soon  after  coming-  to  Tcn- 
uessee,  my  father  and  Mi.  Hryaiit  Itecame  acquainteil. 
liryant  had  moved  from  South  (Jarolina  some  years 
before  my  father  came  to  this  section,  and  was  li villa- 
in Shady  Grove,  in  CJibson  County.  After  becoming' 
c:iM.int,i;l  icwis  iisecrtiiineil  that  his  wife  and  my 
mother  were  related.  r>olli  families  belonj^ed  to  the 
old  llnyiienot  stock.  My  mother  and  his  wife,  so  I 
learned,  were  able  to  trace  the  relatioiiship.  It  was 
remote,  however;  perhaps  not  nearer  than  thii'<l  or 
fourth  cousin  ;  and  hence,  in  speaking-  to  or  of  each 
other,  I  always  said  "Cousin  L'yal,"  and  he,  "Cousin 
LeCrand" 

Col.  Jackson's  wife,  Zack's  mother,  was  of  the  same 
stock,  as  1  undeistand.  1  rather  think  that  she  and 
Bryant's  wife  were  sisters;  am  not  certain;  but  this 
can  be  easily  ascertained.  I  was  freciuently  at  Cousin 
Kyal  Jiryiuit's  house,  but  only  sb-^htly  acquainted 
witli  Co].  Jackson.     Zack  Jackson  was  the  only  mem- 
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biu' of  till' I'iimily  witli  whom  I  was  iimcli  iU'.ciiiaiiitcd. 
1  am  not  (jeitaiii  but  that  my  father  ami  (Joiisiii  liyal 
wcri^  also  remotely  related, 

i^Iy  fatlll'l^s  peojde  wei'e  IJaptists.  1  <lo  not  know 
that  my  j^reat-^raiidfathei'  I'almer  or  his  sons  were 
ijiiureli-members';'  but  1  infer  that  they  were  Haptist 
in  sentiment.  When  I  was  a.  boy  there  were  few 
.Methodists  and  m)  C\imt)erlands  in  the  section  of 
Viri;inia  in  which  we  lived.  Tiie  IJaptist  was  the 
leading-  denomination,  the  Presbyterian  next,  and 
then  the  I'^piscopalian. 

My  father  nH)Ved  from  Halifax  County  to  Charlotte 
Connty  when  I  was  in  my  second  year;  and  lived  as 
overseer  on  a  idantation  belon^inj;  to  Letsy  Caninjj;- 
ton.  This  plantation  was  situated  on  the  Itoanoke,  a 
saiall  stream,  near  where  it  tlowed  into  iStanton  llivei-. 
At  this  plaee  my  brother  [Silas  was  born.  Father 
lived  here  for  two  or  three  years,  and  then  for  six 
y<'ars  lived  as  overseer  on  a  plantation  owned  by 
/  Paul  ('arrinj^lon.  ThiH  plantation  lay  twelve  or  lif- 
teen  miles  higher  iii>  Stanton  River.  No  wliite  family 
lived  on  either  place  at  the  time,  save  my  father's. 
It  was  while  Father  lived  at  this  [)lace  that  Silas  and 
1  lirst  went  to  scho»d.  1  was  not  more  than  seven 
years  old,  and  Silas  about  eighteen  nH>nllis  youni;i'r. 
The  school  was  taught,  in  tlu^  J{ai)tist  church  near 
(joles'  Ferry."  The  house  was  a^  log  buildin<;-.  It  was 
taken  down  a  year  or  two  after  this,  and  a  frame 
linibling-  put  ui)  in  its  place.     It  was  about  four  niiles 
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from  wluM'c.  my  I'litlicr  IJNcd  :  n  i)r('rty  loii^;  \v:tlk  Inr 
tv\(»  little  boys,  ill  l):i<l  w  ciil  her  w  c  wcic  ^uciMMnllVj 
t;ik('ii  to  .st;liool,  ;iimI  Irccjuciitly  some  one  would  meet 
us  in  tlic  cNciiiii.u'.  Our  fc;icli(,'i'  wns  -.i  yoiiii.u'  m:in 
IVom  the  XoiMi.  His  iiiimc  w:is  lljiwlcy.  IJiidcr  liiin 
I  liist  slu(li(Ml  ^riimiimi'-  J\Itiir;iy's  \\;is  tliconc  used. 
It  \v;is  :i  hii-.uc  \\-ork  ;iih1  iiiisiiit('<l  to  bciiiiiiit'is.  I 
<-omiiiit  led  flic  lulcs  lo  memory,  iiiid  could  repcjit 
tlM'iii  prelly  well.  I  will  Ibv  (lie  heiicCit  of  my  ;^iiiimI- 
elnldi'cii  <^i\'c  tlu-  rules  or  deliiiit ions  loi-  llu'  mxin  ;ind 
veil.: 

''A  substiinl  iN'e  or  noun  is  llie  mime  of  iinytliinii' 
timt  exists,  ()!■  ol'wliieh  we  have  any  notion,  n.s  Loii- 
don,  man,  viitue." 

"  A  veil)  isav>voi(l  which  si.i;iii(ies  lobe,  \n,  do,  or 
to  sul't'ei',  as,  I  am,  1  lule,  1  am  ruled. "' 

I  iiad  no  coiiceplioii  of  the  meaning'  of  these  iides 
at  th(i  time.  My  teacher  never  ex[)lained  them  lo  nu'. 
Had  ln!  <loue  so  1  would  readily  have  understood 
theii'  meaniiij;'.  I  liaAC  never  had  much  icsix'ct  for 
his  memory.  I  have  tauj^ht  school  myself,  and  nevei' 
lia<l  any  trouble  in  makin;^-  »'liildren  understand 
"noun,""  verb"  and  "  adjective;"  indeed,  the  leading- 
parts  of  six'ech. 

JNIy  father  next  lived  with  Mrs.  Carrin-ton,  the 
mother  of  Paul  Can  iugtou,  for  live  years.  !She  and 
her  family  lived  on  a  i»lantation  lyiuj;-  on  K'oanokeand 
'l\vitt3's  (^reek,  three  or  four  miles  ai)o\('  the  one  lirst* 
mentioned.     'IMieio    wore    many    such    plantations  in 
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fl,is  piirt  ()r\'ir,i;iiii;t  iil,  tUv.  time  of  whicli  1  am  spciifc- 
in;:;-.      .Miiiiy  oT  llic  owners  livcil  in  haidninl  slylc. 

•  loliii  Itaiidolpli's  icsidciicc  was  llirir  miles  n|» 
.Stanloii  Kivcr  IVom  t  ho  iit-tsy  (,'ai  i  in.ntoii  place,  llu 
owned  sever.il  other  plan!  at  ions  in  (;iiai  lot  le  ( 'oiinty. 
'I'he  \V(>.aIth,  cnlliire.  relinerrient  an<l  hospitality  of 
\'ir>iinia  wei'(!  lonml  in  these  honu's.  When  l^andolph 
I'ode  ont,  IVoiii  Imhiu'  he  went,  in  in's  (^oaeh  drawn  by 
t'oiiv  horses,  and  attended  l>y  two  servants.  Ih;  was 
;i  real  niisroerat,  ami  in  niany  respects  a  i-(Mnarkalde 
man.  As  an  orator  he  was  iie\-ei'  exiridlcd  l»y  any  in 
liis  State,  except  I*atiick'  IFonry. 

There  is  now  a  railroad  which  runs  down  'I'wil  ty's 
Creek  and  crosses  Stanton  IJiver  some  sliort  distance 
above  wlier(i  tlu^  lloanoke  empties  into  it. 

1  have  sonieslij,dit  recollection  of  a  few  tliin-;s  that 
occnrred  while  my  I'athei'  lived  at  the  place  lirst  nuMi- 
lioned.  I  riMneinber  sonn;  ladies  visiting  mymolhei- 
at  OIK!  time,  and  also  oi"  pullinii;'  or  rolling'  np  my 
l>ants  and  wadiii*;'  in  a  pond  of  water.  Of  (ioiirse  I 
^■ot  a  scolding  for  it.  1  thinlc  an  old  mare  or  h()rs«3 
j;()t  after  nu;  one  day  and  st'ared  me  pr<dly  badly. 

My  re(5oll<!(!ti()ii  is  tolerably  disliiict  aftei'  my  fatlier 
moved  to  the  [)lace  belongini^-  to  Paul  Canin^ton.  It 
was  the  (irst  year  that  my  fatlier  lived  at  this  place 
that  a.  mare  kicked  me  and  broke,  my  lej;'.  1  had  seen 
my  lalliei"  and  some  of  the  nej^ro  mcMi  milk  her,  She 
may  have  lost  her  colt,  as  a  reason  lor  this.  lAIy 
ratlicn-  and   a  iieyro   man   woie  standing'  around,  her 
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one  (l;iy,  niid  I  llioiinlit  I  would  milk  licr  too.  Sli<', 
kicked  iiK'  iuid  l>i(»k(^  my  K-n.  Icj;-  between  the  hip  Joint 
nnd  knee.  My  fiitiier  eiuii<Ml  nie  into  the  house,  hiid 
nu!  on  ii  bed,  and  exanHned  nty  Ie<i  to  set!  if  it  was 
broken.  He  sent  for  a  doetor.  My  le^-  was  set  and 
bandaged;  :i  niec;  lillh-  box  was  made,  ii  part  of  wliieh 
ran  nj*  niuler  my  lelY  arm;  my  le-'  was  pbiecd  and 
confined  in  it  by  jtassin^-  cords  ov<'i'  the  box,  ami  in 
this  way  1  lay  on  my  back  I'or  a  nnmljcr  of  weeks. 
Tins  same  mai'e  lan  away  with  nu;  a  few  years  after 
this  time.  My  lalher,  mother  and  the  children  had 
attended  a  Fonrtli  of  Jnly  e(;l(d)ration.  We  crossed 
Stant(Hi  Uiver  at  Coles  l<\'riy;  the  celebration  was 
jnst  on  the  opi)osite  ^ide  of  the  river  from  the  Ferry. 
j\Iy  father  was  on  horseback  and  I  was  on  the.  ^rey 
mare.  Mother,  the  other  ciiildicn,  and,  1  think, 
some  ladies  were  in  the  carryall.  In  retnrniny,  after 
(!rossin<;'  the  -ivei",  (  tlnnc;  weiu;  a,  number  of  jx-rsons 
in  company),  I  was  ridin«;'  behind  the  carryall  with  my 
lilt  her  and  some  <.theis.  A  li^ht  slntwer  of  rain  came 
nj);  the  mare  becanni  leslless,  and  1  became  alarnu'd. 
J  was  only  abont  ten  years  old.  «he  dashed  by  the 
«;:irryall  and  lan  thron^^h  soini;  snmil  tind)er.  I  held 
my  head  down  to  keei)  iVom  bein<;'  knocked  off  by  tiie 
limbs.  The  nmre  pnt  out  for  honu'  as  hard  as  she 
C(ndd  clatter.  1  knew  that  alxuit  a  mile  ahead  of  us 
tluu'c  wasa  lony  hill  to  desceiul,  and  i  was  afraid  that 
in  f^oin-  down  this  hill  1  would  either  fall  olf  or  be 
thrown  over  her  head  aitd  killed.     Just  before  reach- 
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iii.i;-  llic  hill,  tin;  ro.id,  ;is  I  knew,  piisscd  oVi'V  :i  Ics'cf, 
s  iiidy  iritTf  dl'  uiDiiinl.  1  liKiili-  il[>  my  liiiiiil  to  .i(iiiii» 
olVwluMi  1  V.-:i.''m-,l  llil>  pl.lrr  iii  llicinii.l.  1  pikKid 
liiy  pl.lCi'  on  iCiirliiliL;  tlir  .->:ili(l,\  |i;irt  of  llir  |n;ul, 
and  thicw  inysidf  (tlf,  liyiii-  to  <-;ilrli  un  iny  Icct,  Inil. 
t'onnd  niysrlf  on  my  b:ick.  I  l^ncw  Molhcr  wns 
nlniiiM'd,  nnd  tlmt  sunu^  one  would  inllow  on  lo  sctr 
wli:it  ii:id  hcconuM)!'  me.  So  I  spinn,!;-  iii)on  my  I'rcd. 
In  a  nioiiii'iir  or  two  sonu'  one  cnmc.  in  si^lit,  and 
.siH'in--  me  standin-',  turned  Wack  to  let  Motlu-r  know 
I   was  sale. 

In  tli(i  fall  of  IS.IU  II, y  fiiiher  rented  a  plaiie,  of  a, 
man  named  llaikesdnle,  lyin--  (ui  .Slanlon  Ui\'er,  six 
or   seven     ndles   west    ol'  Wat  kins'    Store,    and    iixcd 

there  until    IS;},'}.      lie   then    rented    a  plantation    Ir 

Mrs.  iread,  lyin.u'  on  'rwitly\s  (Jreidv,  two  or  three, 
miles  (>asL  of  Wat  kins'  Store. 

In  the  fall  of  18;};{,  whih;  my  father  was  living'  af 
the,  Barkesdale  |)la(;e,  the  wondeifnl  meteoric  show- 
er (KMaii'red,  about  wliiidi  mueh  has  been  written. 
Ibdther  Silas  and  I  were  sh'epiii;;-  up  stairs.  About 
day,  or  perhaps  a.  little,  before,  (Miarles  (a  <;()lore(l 
man)  cauK!  running'  to  tlu.'  house,  cryiuj;'  out  in  j^ieat 
alarm,  '-Master!  Master!  the,  stars  are,  falliu,i;!" 
This  awoke  Sihis  and  myself,  and  we  came  (b)wu 
stairs.  'IMic  liea\'cns  wei'c  ablaze  with  what  seemed 
to  be  falliuj^-  slais.  It.  was  a  i;rand,  a  wcuiderfid  iind 
an  awful  sij^ht.  The  cxplosivci  and  whi/.zin^' sounds 
of  the  mcteoi's  were,  coni  iuually  heaul.    Lonj;' streams 
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K)]'  liciy  li^lit  rciiKiiiM'd  in  tlie  tinclc  of  iiiiiiiy  of  tliciii. 
The  iiictcoi  i(;  sliowcr  cunt  iiiiK'd  until  oltsciircd  by  tlu' 
inoinini;-  liiilit.  'I'lic  w  lii/.zint;-  sdiind  of  tin;  meteors, 
tlion.uli  soniew  liiit.  ;il>iit('d,  could  be  lienrd  for  sonic 
time  tiller  it  wiis  looliulit,  to  see  them.  It^itiier  nnd 
,^^)tIle^  lodl.cd  sei  ions,  but  not  nbiimed,  and  llen(•(^  1 
was  nor  ^li.^lltened.  Many  tlioM<;iil;  tlial  tin'  bist  (biy 
liad  come,  and  Ikmicc  were,  mncli  alarmed,  (liiaib-s 
al  this  time,  was  nut  a  professoi' of  rclij;ion. 

.My  father  was  a  deacon  of  the  Uaptist  Oiiurcli  fi'oiii 
my  earbCst  i-ecollect  ion.  His  memb('rshi|)  was  lir.st 
with  a  clinrch  not  far  from  (.'.oles'  I'erry";  (he  sanii; 
bnildin--  at  which  tin'  school  was  lan-lit,  of  which  I 
liav(^  spoken.  When  he  nn»\'ed  to  I\Irs.  Cariiiij;ton's, 
he  Joined  the  Baptist  church  Jiciir  Watkins'  Stoiu', 
<"alled  Mossinj^ford.  His  meml)ersliip  icmaiiicd  willi 
this  church  until  he  left  \"ir;L;inia'  for  Tennessee. 


Aimioii  W.  (yL()i"i'()N  was  the  leadin.i;'  liaptist  iidii-. 
istciin  that  part  of  \^iri;iiiia  in  whi(di  my  fatluM'  lived. 
I  hi  was  tli(i  iirst  i)rea(dier  of  any  denoiiniiatioM  that  I 
I'citollect  liaviui;-  seen  oi'  heard.  Ih^  was  an  educated 
nmn— 1  think-  a  graduate  of  (Chapel  Hill,  North  (laro--' 
lina.  He  was  j^reatiy  resju'cted  b}'  all  classes  and 
denonnnations,  and  beloved  by  tlu;  nu'udx'i'S  of  his 
<'liurches.  He,  was  eminent  ly  usefid.  I  f  e  ^^ascouser- 
vati\-eand  liberal  in  his  views,  and  preached  liaptist 
doctrines  in  charity  to  all  ot  her  deuominatitnis.  Kroiu 
my  earliest    iccollectiou  until   hi.s  doiitli,  Ik;  was  fro- 
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<iuciitly  at  iiiy  latlu'i's  liousc,  and    I   kiuMv  liiiii  better 
J  tliaii  any  otlior  iniiiistei'  ol'llu^  (Jospel.    His  deineaiior 

I  was  inarUed  by  i^ravity,  and,  as  1   Miou.^lit,  slmded  at 

j  tiuie.s  by  an  expression  of  sadness.      His  clmrclies  all 

i  I>i()s|)ered  iindev  liis  ndnistry.     I  iia\-e  iieard  my  lather 

1       "\        leniarlv  t.liat  lie  knew  men  wiio  were  more  gifted  in  tln! 
pnlpit,  bnt  as  a-  ])astor,  and  Cor  inHnenee  in  tlie  eom- 
j   '  niunity,  lie  knew  IK)  man  who  was  liis  ('(jna).     When  I 

j  was  a  small  boy  he  introdneed  Sabbat h-sointols  in  his 

j  chiuches.     J  think  he  was  the  iiist  to  introdiiee  tliein 

I  in  that  partofllK;  State.    In  (:oiiiie(;tion  with  Siiiidaj-- 

I  seiiools  lie  organized   Bible  classes  foi-  the  i)Uii>ose  of 

1  stndyin.t;-  the   S(n  i])tiires.     Theie  was  a  class  of  this 

i  kind    in   Hie    JJaptist  ehuich   near   (Joles'    I'\'riy.     A 

\  year  or  two  al'ter  tiiis   class  was  or^ani/ed,    I    Iieard 

1  my  father  and  motiiei'  s])eak   of  the  fact^  that,  with 

I  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  yonii^  men  who  were  iiieni- 

I  beis  of  the  class  had  ail  professed  religion,     lie  also 

j  at  an   early  day  introduced    tem[)erance  societies  in 

I  tli(i  coiniminity  in  which  he  lived.      I  and  my  brother 

I  Silas,   thongli   small    boys,  joined    Hie  society.     'I'he 

I  members  were  jiled^^ed  against  the  use  of  all  intoxi- 

I  eating  li(piors,  except  when   necessary  as  a  inedicim.'. 

1  I   have  at  all  times  kept  [)retty  close  to  this  jiledge. 

j  ]My  father  at  lirst  did  not  Join.     He  said   he  was  get- 

ting old  and  did  not  ex[>ect  it  wouhl  be  a  benellt  to 
him  ;  but  was  heartily  in  favor  of  the  young  Ix-coming' 
members,  to  whom  tlici  i)ledge  would  most  i)robably 
be,  beiielieial.     Hut  it  was  not  long  before  he  changed 
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Ilis  miiid  iiiid  joined;  j^iviiij;-  as  liis  reason  tliat  liis 
example  slioiild  Ite,  on  the  li.^lit  side,  J  (;an  reinem- 
ber  when  my  father  was  in  the  habit  of  taking;-  liis 
daily  drani  ;  hut  jitter  he  beeiiine  ;i  member  of  the 
society  1  never  knew  of  his  tonchin^-  a  droj),  and  be 
was  ever  afterwards  a  decided  advocate  of  abstinence 
fr')m  all  i n  toxica t  in<4-  drinks. 

I']ider  Clo|)t(Hi  impressed  ii|)oii  tlic^  members  of  his 
clmrches,  who  werci  heads  of  families,  tlie  importance 
of  holdin<;-  family  worship.  He  attached  ^reatimpor- 
tanci^  to  tlie  early  and  proper  training-  (d"  children. 
lie  wished  to  see  tlu;  family  altar  set  ii[)  in  evc^ry 
lionse.  It  was  nnd(;r  his  intliience  that  my  father 
began  having  family  piayeis.  1  remendier  the  iirst 
night  that  Leather  held  i)rayeis  in  his  fannl}^  1  sni>- 
pose  i  was  at  the  time  about  twelve  years  old.  The' 
tifty-lirst  division  of  the  Psalms  was  read  upon  that 
occasion.  After  this  my  father  kept  np  fandly 
worship  during-  his  life.  Eldei-  Clopton  conducted 
protracted  meetings  very  much  as  my  (diildren  have 
seen  Brother  IliUsman  condm;t  such  meetings.  The 
jinxions  were  invited  to  the  front  seat,  and  the  church 
would  join  with  ami  for  them  in  prayer.  He  fre- 
quently, at  the  reguhir  meetings,  ga\^e  the  invitation, 
if  any  present  desired  the  prayers  of  the  church,  for 
them  to  come  foiward,  and  (he  church  wotdd  join  in 
prayer  for  them. 

It  was  daring  a.  protracted  meeting  at  iMossiiigford 
that    my   brother    Silas    i>r(dessLMl    leligion.     He   was 
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i  rlicn  about  eleven  yi-ars  <»1<1,     IFe  Joined    rlie  eliurdj 

and  was   haplized    hy  Drotlu'r  dopton,  \vIh>  liad   also 
baptized  my  Miotln'i', 

Kid.T  Cl<;]»ton  was  active  in  rhe  can^e  of  iii!s>ions. 
He  t;in;,'iir,  riir  nieniln-i.^  (<(■  lii.>  eiinicli  that  it  was  a 
dnty  enjoined    hytlie  .Seiiptnres  lo  aid    in   preacliin^ 

I  the  (iosix'l   to  every  ereature.     Sonn-    of  tln)se  nu'in- 

I 

hei'.s   liav(i  (ani^rated   totlni  'renin'ssee  eouiilry:  and 

j  whenever  you  meet  with  ont^  ol'theni  it  ir,  not  diriicadt 

to  jnet  him  to  cast  in  his  mite  to  help  send  tin'  word  of 
I  lite  to  tin;  heathen. 

*  He  generally  had  om'-  or  nnire  yonn;^'  men  with  him 

j  whom  lie  was  training  for  the  jninistry.     I  reinemboi- 

i  James  MeAlistei'  ami   Isaac  S,  Tinsly.     INIcjAlister,  I 

'  think,  was  ('onsiim|)tive,   and  died  young.     'I'insjey's 

nanu'  apjtears  as  a-  d(degat(!  lo  t  he  (tonxcntion,  in  ISI 1 , 
that  organized  the  Southern  Haptist  (Convention. 

[  Inivc  stated  that  Clopton  i>reached  the  distinctive 
doctrimss  of  the  r>a])tists  jdainly  and  clearly,  when  he 
thought  the  occasion  re(piired  ;  l)nt  he  was  cai'elul  to 
give  no  unnecessary  offense  to  other  denominations. 
He  liad  one  Sabbath  morning  baptized  a  large  number 
of  pisrions  at  Mossingford,  and  before  administering 
till)  ordinance  gave  the  reascui  why  l>a[)tists  practi<;(! 
imnuu'sion.  On  returning  to  the  (dinrch,  Tiiisly  took 
as  his  text  the  l!»tli  an<l  libMi  verses  of  theHSth  chap- 
ter of  Matthew,  and  preached  a  sernH)n  upon  the 
subject  of  Baptism,  antagonizing  the;  practice  of  other 
denomimitions.     After  \\e  had  returned   from  church. 
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I  lioard  Fiitlier  and  INIotlicr  coiiveisiiif*-  about  the  ser- 
!  moil  TiiKsly  liad  lucaclicd.     I'atlu'r  said  that  alter  the 

I  coiij;i('j4atioii  was  dismissed  Jiiother  Ch)ptoii   had  a 

1  coiiveisatioii  with  him,  in  which  lie  sai<l :  "I  thought 

I  said  all   that  was  necessary  on   the  subject  at  the 

water.     1  did  not  know  that'Tinsly  int(!nded  i)reach- 
i  in*;'  such  a  sermon.     1  thou<^ht  his  discussion  was  ill- 

!  timed."     He  thought Tinsly  should  have  advised  with 

him    before   preaching'    such    a   sermon.     My    father 
;  entirely  agreed  with  him.     A  good  many  l*resbyter- 

j  ians  had  attended  the  liaptist  cliur(;h  that  day  ;   none 

,|  of  them  were  brought  over  to  Jiai)tist  views,  and  tlie 

{  Baptists  were  already  strong-  enough  in  the  faith. 

j  INly  brother  Ch)pton,  who  was  mortally  wounded  at 

I  the   battle  of  IStoiie's  liiv(;r,  near  .Miirfreesborough, 

!  was  naiiHul  for  l<]lder  Cloi)ton. 

j  The  Baptist  house  for  worship  at  Mossiiigfor<l  was 

I  a  large  frame  building-,  with  a  long  wing  at  the  left  of 

j  the  puli)it  for  the  coloied  ))eople,  sei)aratod  by  a  low 

j  railing  from  that  ])ortion  of  the  building  occupied  by 

I  the  whites.     The  church  had  a  large  colored  member- 

I  ship.     Many  of  John  liandolpii's  negroes  belonged  to 

I  this   church.     Itandolph   had    a  colored   man  named 

I  IMiil.    Elder  (Jloi)tou  and  my  father  luul  great  respect 

for  riiil,  as  a  worthy,  upright  Christian.     AVhen  any 

of  Uaiidolph's   negroes  projmsed  joining  the  church, 
j  my  father   always   consulted    with    IMiil   as   to  their 

j  Christian  character,     i'hil's  opinion  was  generally,  if 

not  invariably,  accepted  ami  followed  by  the  church. 
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Services  were  lield  inontlily  on  Satnidiiy  jiiid  Siui- 
(liiy;  iuid  iiKiiiy  of  the  colored  peo[tle  were  i)eniiitted 
to  iitteiid  cliiircli  on  Satnrdiiy.  Tlie  yaeranient  was 
adMunisteriMl  to  the  wliite  and  eoh)red  ]»eopl«!  at  the 
.same  time,  the  colored  members  rtuiiainiii^  in  that 
portion  of  the  bnilding-  allotted  to  tliem.  On  these 
occasions  my  fatlier  or  some  one  of  tlie  deacons  wonld 
hand  the  bread  and  wine  to  the  colored  deacons,  and 
tiiey  would  i)ass  them  around  to  the  colored  meinbers, 
while  the  wliite  deacons  waited  on  the  white  nuim- 
bers.  1  recollect  on  one  occasion,  when  there  was  a 
lar^ii  conyre<4atioii  in  attendaiu-e,  some  wliite  men, 
iH)t  knowing  the  rules  of  the  church,  took  seats  in 
tlnit  portion  of  the  church  set  apart  for  the  colored 
people.  jMy  father  (piietly  st('pi)ed  uj*  to  them  and 
t<dd  them  their  mistake.  Tliey  understood,  and  in  a 
V(!ry  ordi^rly  manner  U^ft  tiie  seats  Ihey  liad  taken. 

Danikl  NVri'T,— 1  remember  Witt  very  well,  lie 
was  tViMpuMitiy  at  my  falhei's  house  when  I  was  a  boy. 
lie  was  then  a  yiuuig  man.  lie  was  well  set;  a  litth^ 
liclow  miMlium  li('i<;ht.  There  was  a  j^ood  deal  of 
suiivity  in  his  eom|)osition.  lie  was  very  aj^reeable 
and  [)leasant  in  the  social  circb^,  and  attractive  as  a 
preacher,  liis  style  was  nevi^r  studied,  but  tjasy  and 
llucnt;  1m!  never  hesilalcd  for  a  wor«l.  At  times  he 
l)ecame  aniniiitcd,  but  never  impassioned,  lie  never 
tired  his  congrej^ation,  but  left  his  hearers  feelinj^- they 
wished   he  had  preached  a  lit  lie  lougei'.     'IMiis  is  the 
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iminession  I  liiivc  rctaiiKul  of  liiiii  from  my  boyhood. 
1  do  not  remcmboi-  liis  being  ;it  my  I'.itluu's  lioiise,  or 
seeing  him,  for  several  years  before  my  fatJjer  left 
Virginia,  I  suppose  he  was  ocenpying  some  other 
field  of  labor. 

i  J.  Ji.  Jeter. — I  saAv  him  several  times  at  JMossing- 
ford.  1  remember  something  of  his  personal  aj)[)ear- 
anee  ;  he  was  tall  and  si)are.  But  J  have  retained  no 
impression  whatever  of  his  style  of  preaching.  He 
was  also  a  young  man  at  the  tinui;  he  had  not  been 
preaehing  long.  I  had  seen  and  heard  Witt  before  I 
saw  Jeter. 

Elder  John  Weatiierford. — Uy  father  and 
mother  both  knew  Elder  Weatherford  before  they 
were  married,  and  had  fre(]iien(Iy  heard  him  preach. 
I  have  heard  my  mother  s])eak  of  his  being  at  her 
grainlfafher  l*idm(!r's  when  sh(5  was  ii.  girl. 

Weatherford,  before  the,  lievohitionary  Wai',  had 
been  imprisoned  in  CireslcMlield  jail  for  preaching,  in 
my  Ixtyish  days  I  lliouglit  it  very  sliange  tinit  any 
(Mie  had  ever  l)een  imprisoned,  in  this  country,  for 
preaching.  I,  desired  very  mucli  to  see  a  man  who 
had  been  im[)risoned  on  this  account.  ^Vhile  impris- 
oned, i)eople  fre(pien(ly  gatlnuvd  around  the  Jail,  and 
Weatln'ilbrd  wouhl  prea<;li  to  them  I'rom  the  Jail  win- 
dows. To  |)revent  this,  a  wall  or  some  ohslruetion 
was  built  in    front  of  the  windows;  but,    not  to  bo 
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j  outdone,  jieople  would  tVequeutly  gatlier  around  the 

j  wall,  and  upon  some  signal  he  would  ineacli  to  them. 

''  It  was  stated  that,  as  a  siguiil,  a  haudkerciiief  would 

be  hoisted  iii)ou  a  stall"  or  pole. 

;  ALxmt    1830   or   IS.'U,    Klder    Weatherford    visited 

many  of  the  churches   to  which'  he  had  i)reached   in 

his  earlier  days.     While  on  this  round,  he  came  to 

{  Mossingford  and  was  present  on  Saturday  and  Sun- 

I 

j  day,  the  regular  days  for  worship.     Tie  preached  on 

Sunday.     He  was  then  very  old  ;   I  believe  it  was  said 

lie  was  something  over  ninety  years  at  the  time.     Ills 

J  appearance  indicated  great  age.    Tlis  Ceeble  condition 

was  very  apj)arent.     He  was  tall  and  inclined   to  be 

i  raw-boned.     He  wore  a  knit  woolen  (;ai)  on  his  head 

\  all   the  time.     In   my  later  yeiirs,   though   1   thought 

nothing  of  it  at  the  time,   1  could   look  back  and  see 

j  that  he  was  a  man  of  marked  character  j  that  he  was 

■  a  nnin  among  men,  cut  out  for  a  leader-. 

I  There  was  a  seat  i)repared   for  him  in  front  of  the 

pulpit.    My  father  took  me  and  my  next  oldest  broth- 

i  er,  presented  us  to  him,  aud  he  took  our  han<ls  in  his. 

All,  or  nearly  all,  the  older  p<M)ple  shook  hands  with 
him  as  they  (jame  in  thi'.  church.  Some  of  them  seeui- 
ed  very  much  affected  at  meeting  with  him.  To  many 
of  them  he  had  some  remark  to  make.  His  text  on 
Sunday  was  Luke  ii :  10-11  "  Jjehold,  I  bring  you  good 
tidings,"  etc.  Elder  Clopton  read  the  text  at  Weath- 
(uford's  request.  1  think  he  could  not  see  well  enough 
to   read;    but  he  con  hi    talk.     At  times   he    became 
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animated,  and  was   liiglily  interested  in   Ids  subject. 
Jiid-ii.o-  fn.ni  wliat  J   recollect  of  Ids  manner  on  the 
occasion,  lie  must,  when  in  the  vigor  of  manhood,  have 
preached  with  no  ordinary  power  and  etlect.     As  lie 
closed   his  sermon,  he  remarked  that  tln^  Gospel   he 
liad   timt  day  attempted   to  preach  was   the  same  he 
had   preaclied  to  listcmin-  crowds  from   the  windows 
of  Chestertield  jail.     It  was  the  only  ullnsio-i  he  made 
to  his  imiirisonment.     J^efore  he  closed   his  sermon, 
my  father  went  up  into  the  pnlpit,  stood  hy  his  side 
and  h.-ld  him  up.     His  wife,  who  was  sitting  near  my 
father,  recpiested  him,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  to  go 
and   stand   by   him,   for   fear  of  his  falling.     At  the 
eonclusion  of  his  sermon,  Elder  dlopton   said   to  the 
congregation  that  the  older  citiz(,ns  all  knew  the  char- 
acter and  circumstances  of  the  old  brother.     If  any  of 
them  wished  to  contribute  anything  to  him  and  his 
wife,    they  (rouhl  do   so   as   (hey  left   the   church.      It 
seemed    to  me  that  almost  everybody  wished  to  give 
them  somelhing.     Indeed,  during  his  tour  the  peoj)le 
everywiiere,  as  J  learned,  showed  UwAv  regard  (01  him 
by  liberal   contributions.     1    think  his    home  at  that 
time  was  in  Pittsylvania  County. 

This  tour  of  Elder  Weatherford  brought  up  tin;  sub- 
ject of  his  imprisonment  and  n^lease,  and  I  heard  it 
talked  of  by  Father  and  others.  It  was  the  received 
opinion  of  that  day  that  he  was  ndeased  through  the 
instrumentality  of  Patrick  Henry.  Just  how  this  was 
eilected  1  do  not  know.     Mr.   Henry  was  regarded,  in 
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the  pai-t  of  Virgiiiiii  in  wliicJi  my  faMier  lived,  as  tlie 
great  pioneer  of  religions  lilierly.  In  his  speeclies 
and  publie  ntteranees  npon  this  snbJ(M;t,  tradition 
said  he  was  bohl  and  onts[)ok(ui. 

IMy  fatlier  ami  tlic  mhui  of  Jiis  diiy  weie  in  their 
earlier  years  aiMinaiiitcd  with  many  persons  wiio 
antedated  the  KevohUioniiiy  ^Var,  and  who  were,  (to- 
temporary  with  Mr.  II'Miry  an<i  T^Idei'  WeaMuuford ; 
and  I  do  not  well  see  how  they  eonid  be  mistaken  as 
to  these  important  facts.  The  fact  of  Weatherfoi'd's 
imi)risonment  wonld  especially  Imve  attracted  the 
atlentit»n  <»f  liaptists  at  the  linu'.  It  was  a  nnitter  in 
which  they  wen;  deeply  int(MCsted.  Tliey  conld  bnt 
have  felt  they  were  persecnted  in  the  [x-rson  <d"  their 
leader;  and  it  wonld  naturally  have  l»een  a  matter  of 
fre(pient  conversation  when  they  met.  Mis  release, 
and  by  whose  inslriimeiilalily,  wonld  lia\'e  been  a 
matter  of  ecpnd  interest;  and  hence  1  (!anni>tsee  how 
they  conld  have  been  mistaken,  or  tint  traditions  of 
the  lime  eirone(Uis.  Others  may  sjx'ak  disparagingly 
of  the  part  Mr.  llCiiry  took  in  theeanseof  religions 
liberty,  and  the  protection  he  gave  liaptists;  but 
surely  Baptists  shonld  never  do  this. 

That  Ml-.  Henry  looked  to  I  he  entire  separation  of 
Cdinrch  ami  Staler,  wlien  he  Ix'came  the  a(l\'ocate  of 
religions  liberty,  is  more  than  I  eaiisay.  Mow  this 
was  1  do  not  know.  Ibii  it  is  easy  to  see  that,  the 
lirst  g-reat  step  taken,  the  others  wonld  necessarily 
follow. 
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Tlie  part  bonic  by  iMr.  Jeilersoii,  ^^l•.  Madison  and 
oMiers  in  tliisciau.sc,  at  a  latcir  <lay,  was  inoii^  a  matter 
of  leoord  and  of  written  ]iist<»ry  at  the  time,  anil  hence 
lias  been  better  prcserveil.  That  borne  by  Mr.  Henry 
was  mainly  in  speeches  and  public  utterances.  It 
was  in  tiiis  way  that  he  j;ave  an  im])etus  to  the  cause 
of  relij^ious  liberty .*^  l>nt  these  utteramtes  not  being' 
redneed  to  writin.i;  at  the  time,  his  work  soon  came  ti> 
rest  mainly  in  tradition,  liable  to  ])asK  aAvay  and  be 
for<4()tten. 

John  Kker. — In  the  fall  of  18:W  1  attended  a 
meeting-  at  Wynn's  (h(H'k  Cam])  CJround,  Halifax 
County.  It  was  there  that  I  heard  and  saw  John 
Keer.  In  i)erson  he  was  noble  and  commanding'. 
His  voice,  was  deep,  lull-toned  and  of  great  conijjass. 
There  was  a  large  c-ongregal ion  in  attendance.  The 
occasion  was  one  to  aninnite  him  and  (;all  forth  his 
powers.  His  text  was  Ez(;kiel  xxxiii:ll.  I  have 
never  heai'd  such  a  sermon,  ur  heard  such  a  juiblic 
si)eaker.  1  have  seen  no  man  in  Ciiurch  or  State  tha 
possessed  his  powers  as  an  orator.  He  possessed 
great  [)ower.  Much  of  his  sermon  I  remember  to  this 
day.  There  were  no  mere  llights  of  the  imagination 
no  dealing  in  fancy  work.  His  language  was  plain 
and  simple,  and  every  word  seemed  to  be  used  to 
carry  (!onviction  to  the  minds  of  his  hearers.  With 
him  words  were  things.  You  saw  things  as  he  saw 
them  J   you  felt  as  he  Mt;   your  mind  ibllowed  his 
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niind;  his  convictions  became  your  convictions.     At 
one  time  lie  drew  a  picture  of  Watan  Avitli  liis  Ulack 
banner,  liis  Satanic  followers,  and  (lie  dark  and  liidi;- 
ous  crowd  wliieh  followed  that  bann.uj  and  in  imme- 
diate contrast  he  presented  Cljrist  with  the  banner  of 
the  Cross,  all   radiant  with  li^ht  and   love  and  glory, 
and    the   happy   and    blessed   thr()n<i-   of  heaven  and 
earth  as  his  attendants.     The  choice  betwetiu  the  two 
was  demanded.     The   impulse  seemed  irresistible  to 
burst  away  from  Satan  and  his  black  and  hideous  fol- 
lowers, and  Hy  to  the  banner  of  <;iirist  and  the  Cross. 
Elias  Dodson,  a  name   familiar  to   the  Baptists  of 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  was  several  times  at  my 
house  some  years  after  I  came  to  Trenton.    On  one  of 
these  occasions  I  nuiutioned  having  heard   Keer,  and 
the  impression  he  made  iqion  me.     JJodson  had  often 
heard  him.     He  fidiy  (jonciirretl  in  tlui  opinion  I    had 
fornjcd  of  him.     As    illustrative  of   his  great  i«)wer 
over  his  hear<',is,  Dodson  related  an  incident  that  oc- 
curred in  some  pIiUHi  where  KeiM'was  pr<'acliing.    The 
place  1  have  forgotlxMi :     A  young  man  was  ridiciding 
to- his  companions  the  idea  that  one  could  not  sit  un- 
nn)ved  uinler   Keer's  preaching.     He  said   it  was  all 
weakness,  and  he  would  show  them.     "  1  will  go  ami 
hear  him,  and  you  shall  see  that   I  will  behave  myself 
and  not  give  way  to  any  such  weaknes.s."     The  young 
nnin  went,  full  of  self  conceit,  and   took  a  [.ronnnent 
seat  in  front  of  the  stand,     lie  was  one  of  the  hrst  to 
.surrender  and  cry  out  for  nierity. 
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Eemoval  I'o  Tennessee.— J\ly  lather  left  Viii^inia 
for  West  Tennessee  in  October,  \H:\r>.  Tlie  wentlier 
was  all  that  could  be  (lesiie<l,  and  we  had  a  wvy 
pleasant  time  on  the  road.  Mother  had  l)een  in  had 
bealtli  for  some  years,  and  .it  was  (iion^iit  she  wonbl 
have  to  stay  in  some  bouse  at  ni/^lit.  But  siie  stayed 
in  the  tent  every  ni^ht  wdiik>  tiavellin^'.  Jler  health 
began  to  improve  from  the  lirst,  snd  continned  to  im- 
prove to  the  end  of  the  Journey.  We  liad  Ixumi  on  the 
road  but  a  day  or  two,  when  we  fell  in  company  with 
Elder  Elislia  (Jollins,  tlie  graiidfalhei'  of  K  A.  (Collins 
of  i\Iihin,  Tenn.  The  meetinj;',  I  think,  was  by  pre- 
vious arrangement.  Elder  Collins  was  moving  out 
some  negroes  to  Henderson  County.  \l\s  white  fam- 
ily was  not  brought  out  until  the  next  fall.  We 
travelled  in  eomi)a.ny  until  we  i)assed  Columbia,  when 
Elder  Collins  kept  the  road  to  Jlenderson  County 
My  father  turned  to  the  right,  crossed  the  Teimessee 
lliver'  at  .Reynoldsburg,  and  came  through  Henry 
County  to  see  Uncle  Wilson's  family.  f:ider  Collins 
was  a  lJai)tist  preacher.  He  was  a  well-informe<l  man, 
and  of  decidedly  more  than  average  pulpit  ability. 

My  father  had  accumulated  a,  right  handsome  prop- 
erty, for  the  times,  before  leaving  Vii-ginia.  His 
property  consisted  mainly  in  negroes.  The  lirst  year 
after  coming  to  Tennessee  he  icnted  a  i)lace  from  a 
man  named  J)avid  Marshall,  lying  ai)out  two  miles 
south  and  w'est  of  JMcLemoresville.  That  summcu-  he 
bought  the  land  on  the  Paris  Jtoad,  north  and  west  of 
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McLeiiioicsvil'ie,  on  wiiich  the,  faiiiily  lived  until  Mr. 

Jirowcr  sold   and   moved   to  I'lezcn  ant,  a   lew  years 

a<;o. 

My  father  wa«  a   soldiei'  in   llie  war  of  LSIL'.     His 
j  coimnaiHl  was  in  VVasliinj^ton   soon  aCLei-  the  J>ritisii 

j  left  that  eity.     He  went  as  lar  as   Kllicott's  Mills,   in 

j  Maryland.     He  was  a  man  of  nablemished  Christian 

j  charaeter,  respt^eted  and  beloved  in  every  community 

I  in    which    he  lived.     He  was   an   active   and    leadiii<;- 

j  member  in   his  church.     I   ha\'e  thougiit  he  lived  as 

i  near  the  golden  rule,  ''  As  ye  would  that  men  should 

j  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them,"  as  any  man  I  ever 

I 

I  iMy  father  died  on  the  lUh  of  November,  1840.     He 

was  alxMit  Hfty-live  years  of  a<;(\  His  en<l  was  en- 
tirely i)eaceful.  Old  brother  IJayloi-  Walker  talked 
with  him  on  the  siil)Ject  of  his  hope  a  few  days  before 
he  died.  He  had  no  fears  of  (b'alli.  He  expressed 
himself  with  great  satisfaction  as  to  his  hope.  I  was 
pr('S(^nt  and- lusird  the  (lonversal  i(Hi.  A  I'cw  days  be- 
fore he  had  this  conversation  witii  J3rother  Walker, 
he  made  some  remark  which  led  me  to  believe  he 
thougiit  he  would  not  gi^t  \m'I1.  1  said  to  him,  "I  do 
not  thiidc  you  are  going  tt)  leave  lis,  Father;  but  if 
you  should,  I  will  do  the  best  1  can  for  Mother  and 
llu!  chihlren,"  These  were  the  only  words  that  ever 
|)assed  betweeh  us  on  the  subjec-t.  I  have  ever  re- 
membered them,  and  feel  that  1  have  b(,'en  faitliful  to 
what  I  then  said  to  him. 
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His  estate  was  a  j^ood  deal  einbavrassed  wlieii  lie 

died  ;  and  for  several   jears  tlie  iiiaii:i<>eiiieiit  of  liis 

aifairs,  in  my  efforts  to  save  the  i)roi)erty,  cost  me  no 

I  little  aiixietj'  and  many  sleejjless  hours. 

J  My  father  and  mother  h;Vd  the  following'  children  : 

j  The  writer,  LeOrand  Miehaux,  named  for  onr  Iln<j:iie 

j  not  ancestors  (  1  write  the  name;  iu  full  for  the  benelit 

'  of   my  jjirandchildren  ) ;    Silas    P.,    born    April    2yth, 

I  1819;  Paul    S.,    Moses   A.,    Abraham    0.,    Isaac  W., 

I  James  D.,  Bettie  Anna,  and  a  (bui<;hter  named  JMary, 

i  about  a  year  old  when  we  hd't  Virj^inia.     This  daugh- 

■  ter  died   soon  after  we  came   to   this  country.     After 

j  coming'  to  this  country,  Clopton  and  Doddridge  were 

!  born  ;  Clopton,  tiie  year  after  we  came  to  Tennessee, 

i  while  living  on  the  Marshall  phujc  ;   Doddridge,  after 

j  Fatlua-  bought  and  scltled   on   the  |)lace   1  have  re- 

j  ferrcd   to.     Bettie   Ann  was  born   March   i*Oth,  iS.Ti 

I  She  married  Mi-.  Thomas  K.  IJrower,  Nov.  ]l)th,  1851. 

Clopton  and  Doddridge   both  enlisted  in  the  Con- 

fe<lerate  service.     Doddridge  was  taheii  sick  at  Cor- 

inth,  and  cariied   to  Memidiis,  wheie  he  Avas  waited 

on  by  Paul  and  Janu's  until  lie  <lied.     James  brought 

the  body  home  in  a  nu'tallic  case.     It  was  buried  in 

the  family  burying  ground. 

Clopton  was  mortally  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Stone's  River,  near  IMurfrcesborough.  Jle  lingered 
several  days,  and  died.  ]\Irs.  Thomas  Uutcherson, 
sister  of  John  and  IJennett  Uillsman,  saw  him  while 
in  the  hospital  after  he  was  wounded,  and  talked  with 
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liim.  lie  sent  word  tu  IMotlier  by  Mrs.  llntcliorson 
tliiit  lie  was  not  MlVnid  to  die.  He  was  wtdl  (tared  for 
ill  tlu;  liospital  until  liis  dcalli,  as  I  learned.  iSonie 
of  the  eiiildren,  alter  tlui  war  closed,  wanted  to  l>rin<; 
llui  body  home  and  bury  it  ii'i  the  liiniily  grave-yard  . 
but  Mother  o[)i)osed  it,  saying  siie  could  not  bear  it 
Clopton  and  Doddridge  were  both  i)rofesst)rs  of  relig- 
ion, and  both  niembers  of  the  (diurch  at  JMcLemores- 
ville. 

My  daughter  (Jloptoii  is  named  for  her  uncle  Clop- 
ton,  and  my  son  Doddridge  for-  his  uncle  Doddridge. 

iM  Y  MOTIIEU  — My  mother  lived  a  witlow  for  about 
twenty-eiglit  years.  Slu^  was  born  the  liSlli  of  May, 
17«>S,  and  died  on  the  obtii  of  iM'bruary,  IS(li).  1 
received  :i  disicitcli  aliout  the  middle  of  thediiy  that 
she  was  seriously  ill.  I  left  my  olliee,  went  out  lionu^j 
and  in  a  short  time  was  on  my  way  lo  see  her.  I  got 
to  her  house  a  little  after  daik.  She  lived  five  or  six 
days  after  I  reaclu'd  the  old  homestead.  I  r<Miiained 
with  hei'  to  the  end,  and  saw  her  bniiiid  in  the  family 
burying-gronnd.  The  linrying-grouml  is  a  little  iu)rth 
ol  tiie  house.  ^Ajy  father  selected  this  ])lace,  and  was 
the  lirst  lo  i)e  buried  in  it.  While  Mother  was  sick- 
she  Siiw  iill  her  (!liil(lr(!ii,  save  Abrjiham,  who  was  in 
ArUiinsas.  Her  end  was  entirely  peaceful.  1  talked 
with  her  on  the  sul)ject.  She  told  !ue  ;tll  was  well 
with  her.  There  were  no  clouds  between  her  and  the 
iK'lter  world. 
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My  niotlier  was  grciitly  al)<)ve  tlie  averaf;e  woinaii. 
She  possessed  lar^^e  coiiimoii  sense,  strong'  will,  deeis- 
ioi)  of  clKiia<;t('r;  and  was  t'liiiiicnrly  littcMl  to  <;()verii 
a  liouseliold.  Slit;  united  in  a  lii^Ii  def^ref;  business 
qualities  witli  lelinement  and  delicacy  of  feeling.  Her 
strong-  will  w  as  tein[)ere(l  by  good  sense  and  a  gentle 
and  loving  nat  nie.  Slie  was  a  iinc^  liousewii'e,  an  ex- 
cellent economist,  and  was  laiely,  if  ever,  excelled  in 
tliose(|naIitiiis  of  heart  and  mind  that  make  the  model 
wife  and  mother. 


coldest  month  of  the  year.  1  never  before  saw,  noi- 
since  have  seen,  the  weather  in  Mar(di  anything  like 
so  cold.  There  w<Me  several  heavy  snow  storms  dur- 
ing the  time;  and  IVomcNirlyin  the  month  up  to  about 
the  24th  the  ])onds  and  cre(d<s  were  covered  with  i(''e 
four  or  live  inidu-s  thick.  I'^iiur  ice  was  gatheied  on 
the  creek  at  Huntingdon  and  |)nt  u|Kl(iring  this  time. 
The  great  (M)inet  of  ISjIialsct  uiade  its  appc^araiKie 
during  this  month.  IlcanMUVom  the  west  and  passed 
around  the  sun,  going  so  near  the  sun  that  the  nucleus 
was  not  seen,  at  least  not  with  the  iiaJvcd  eye.  The 
tail  was  not  seen  until  the  comet  had  [)assed  neaily 
around  the  sun  and  was  lea\ing  the  earth.  When 
lirst  se(Mi,  it  appeared  in  all  il.'^  beauty  and  splemlor- 
To  the  eye,  the  tail  appeared  t(»  extend  half  way  ui» 
the  heavens.  The  concurrence  of  the  comet  and  the 
severe  cold  of  March  caused  sonu^  to  feel  serious,  im- 
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agiiiing  that  the  near  proximity  of  the  great  comet 
was  affecting  onr  atmosphere. 

Study  of  the  Law.— 'About  a  year  after  my 
father's  death,  I  borrowed  BhieUstone's  Coinmentii- 
ries  of  G.  II.  Raulston,  of  IIuntin<;(b)n ;  studied  hiw 
at  liomeawliile;  then  went  to  Iluntingilon  and  studied 
under  Judge  B.  C.  Totton.  lie  wsis  an  older  brother 
of  Judge  A.  O.  W.  Totton.  In  April,  1843,  I  obtained 
license  to  practice  law.  My  license  was  signed  by 
Judge  Totton  and  by  Judge  Reed,  of  Jackson,  Tenn. 
I  was  then  in  my  twenty-sixth  year. 

Trip  to  Mexico.— In  Juiie,  1840,  1  started  as  a 
member  of  a  volunteer  comi);iny  I'oi-  the  iAIexican  War. 
n.  F.  Murray  was  the  Ca[)taiii  of  this  company.  We 
landed  on  what  was  calle<l  lirazos  Island  about  the 
lirst  of  July.  After  some  delay  at  this  place,  we 
passed  on  up  the  Kio  (.h'an<le,  and  made  different  en- 
campments along  the  river.  VVu  were  not  organized 
into  a.  regiment  until  some  little  time  after  we  left 
lirazos  Island,  Koiir  West  Tennessee  and  four  East 
TcniMissee  companies  composed  tlie  regiment.  W. 
T.  Haskell  was  elected  our  ('»)lon(d,  and  he  apjM>inte«l 
me  Sergeant  JMajor.  Altci'  Ihe  organization  of  the 
regiment  we  moved  up  the  river  to  Cannirgo,  a  town 
on  a  stream  that  flows  into  the  Rio  (Trande.  Our 
camp  was  just  above  the  town.  Here  the  army  C(»rj)s 
to  which  we  belonged  remained  until  late  in  the  fall; 
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when  tlie  march  wiis  taken  up  for  Vera  Cruz.  While 
at  Cainargo  a  great  many  of  the  men  hiid  diarrhea, 
and  here  we  lost  several  of  our  company.  When  the 
regiment  left  1  had  been  down  with  diarrhea  for  sev- 
eral weeks,  unable  to  travel,  and  was  left  in  the  hos- 
pital. I  remained  at  Camargo  until  the  last  diiys  of 
,  December,  when  the  sick,  or  many  of  them,  were 
taken  by  boat  to  Matamoras.  We  were  going  down 
the  river  on  Christmas  day.  It  was  a  beautiful  day, 
warm  enongh  to  go  about  without  wearing  a  coat.  I 
remained  in  the  hospital  at  Matamoras  until  early  in 
February,  when  I  obtained  a  furlough  for  the  purpose 
of  trying  to  get  back  home.  When  1  got  back  to 
Brazos  Island,  the  place  where  we  had  debarked  the 
year  before,  1  called  on  General  Scott.  When  he  saw 
my  condition,  he  gave  me  a  discharge,  telling  me  to 
get  honje,  that  1  would  not  be  able  to  get  back  to 
Mexico.  While  at  Matamoras  1  was  reduced  almost 
to  a  skeleton.  There  was  one*  week  of  the  time  in 
which  1  do  not  think  1  iite  as  miudi  as  a  slice  of  light 
bread  or  drank  a  cuj)  of  tea.     1  had  to  use  beef  tea. 

N.  B.  liurrow,  a  Inother  oi"  John  J.  Hnrrow,  called 
on  me  jnst  before  he  left  ftlatamoras  for  Vera  Cruz.  I 
am  sure  he  had  no  thought  of  my  getting  up  again 
when  he  left  me.  He  seemed  very  reluctant  to  leave 
me. 

With  the  blt\ssing  of  In^avcMi,  I  reac.hed  New  Or- 
leans, and  took  a  boat  to  Will's  I'oint,  lient<Mi  County, 
Brother  Taul  met  me  at  this  i)laco  with  a  horse,  and 
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SO  1  f?ot  Siilcly  l.()l^(^     I(,  was  a  year  or  two  after  T 
retunu'd  beloie  my  health  was  liilly  icstoiiMl. 

Marriage.— On    tlic  stM-ond   of  Octohcr,   1850,  1 
iJiiinied  Miss  Oassandni  \Voo<ls,  daiiolitc' of  Levi  «. 
.and  Aiaiithia  J.  Woods.     Jicv.  James  M.  Hint  per- 
Ibiiiied  the  ceremony. 

My  AVii-'E's  Matkk'nal  Ancestry.— Mis.  Woods 
was    the   daughter   of  .lames    Dinwiddle,    of   Henry 
County.     Jlis  father  was    also    named   James.     The 
older   or   last-mentioned    Dinwiddle   enugrated  from 
Pennsylvania   to  Vir-inia  at  an  early  day,  remained 
tliere  some  years,  an<l  in  the  suininer  of  1787  moved  to 
and  settled  in  Fayette  County,  Kentneky;  whence,  in 
the  summer  of  i7J»2,  he   nn)ved   to   Madison   County, 
Kentucky.     Mr.  James  Dinwiddle,  my  wife's  -rand- 
father,   was   horn    in   Vii'-inia,   8eidend)er  J)t]i,    1782, 
and   died   September  4th,   18G0.     Tie  was  twice  mar- 
/       ried.     His  iirst  wife  was  Cassandra  Harris.    She  was    ^^ 
born  September  18th,  1787,  and    they  were  married 
February  23d,   1804.     This   marriage   took   place   in 
Kentucky.      TJiey    had    tivo   children,      James,     and 
X    Arauthia   Jane,    who   married    Levi  H.  Woods.     Mrs. 
Woods'  brotheiv  named    f(,r  his   father,  married  and 
lived  near  Lavonia  for  a  number  of  years.     He  was  a 
very  intelligent  man,   of  hij-h    nunal    worth.     I  was 
well  acquainted  with  him.     He  moved  to  Arkansas, 
and  lived  but  a  lew  years  after  he  left  Tenness(.e.     1 
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tried  to  dissnacle  him  from  going  to  Arkaiisjis.  He 
had  been  in  poor  health  tor  many  years,  and  tlioiight 
the  cliange  would  be  benelicial  to  him. 

Grandfather  Dinwiddle's  second  wife  was  named 
Miivy  (Jarson.  She  was  born  August  5th,  178G,  and 
died  September  18th,  1878.  This  mairiage  took  place 
in  Virginia,  December  2l)th,  1814.  ]\Ir.  Dinwiddle, 
my  wife's  grandfather,  moved  to  Carroll  County,  Teu- 
nessee,  in  18li3;  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  moved  to 
Henry  County,  where  he  li\'ed  until  his  death. 

Tlie  children  of  Mr.  Dinwiddie  by  his  second  wife 
were:  Tliomas  II.,  Newton,  William,  liaker  and  Mary. 
,^  James  Dinwiddie,  my  wife's  great-grandfather, 
moved  to  Llenry  County  in  181i4,  where  he  lived  until 
his  death.  His  wife's  maiilen  nanu^.  was  Hehn.  t 
have  not  been  able  to  trace  this  branch  of  the  family 
further  back. 

'  The  Dinwiddies  were  all  Presbyterians,  but  after 
tiie  great  rtivival  that  broke  out  in  Kentucky  about 
1800,  and  which  extended  into  Tennessee,  they  united 
with  the  Cumbei'lands.  1  have  at  diliereut  tiines 
heard  old  i>crsons  speak  of  this  revival;  liave  heard 
(Jrandfather  Dinwiddie  sj»eak  of  it.  This  revival,  in 
its  (!hara(iter  and  circumstances,  seems  strange  to  us 
of  the  i)resent  day.  People  were  very  eager  to  hear 
the  Gospel;  they  would  go  numy  miles  to  attend  these 
nuictings.  At  the  meetings  numy  would  be  i)rostrat- 
ed  ;  sojue  would  be  Ibund  lying  on  the  ground  in  the 
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!  ditioii  Ibrlioiirs;  and,  wlwn  relieved  IVoiii  tlio  eoiivic- 

j  tioii  and  burden  of  sin,  would  rise  rejoieinj;',  .se(;niin^ly 

from  an  unc(jnsciou,s  state. 

^Ir,  Dinwiddie  \Yas  several  times  at  my  house  after 
I  nnirried  liis  yrand-dangliter.     1  formed  a  very  lii^li 
{  o[)inion  of  him.      lie  was  a   man  (d'  vi^ortms  common 

siMise,  ol'  iH)ltle  impulses,  a   leader  in   his  (dinich   an<l 
I  community,   and  oua   of  the  best  citizens    of  JJenry 

I  County.     I   formed  the  o[)iiuon  that  in  teni|)ei'  he  was 

!  quick  and  im[)ulsive,  but  in(;a])al)le  of  meditating  or 

doing-  what  he  believed  to  be  wrong.     II.e  was  a  very 
j       "  successful. farmer,  and  accnmuhited  a  handsome  es- 

I  tate.     I  learned  Ironi  (Jass  that  when   he  visited  lier 

1  mother  lie  would,  before  leaving,  always  call  the  fani- 

\  ily  together  and  pray  with  ami  for  them. 

1  Mrs.  Woods,  my  mother-in-law,  died  on  tlie  28(li  of 

I  March,  1853,  age<l  foity-two  years,    live  months  an( 

two  days;  dol.  Woods, on  IheL'Sfh  (W  November,  l.sr>7. 
l>olh  wcu'e  buried  in  llu;  buiying  ground  at  (he  I'les- 
byterian  ('hui(di,  on  the  old  stage  road  leading  from 
Huntingdon  to  ,Ia(d(son,  ol'  whi(di  church  they  weic 
UKMnbers.  i\>\.  and  Mrs.  Woods  had  the  following 
children:  Nancy,  who  married  Janu's  IM.  Lanier,  sev- 
eral years  b<'for<'  I  was  niarri<'d  ;  Cassandra  ('liaiity  / 
f^ll  iW- _. MI  arris,  my  wife;  Wdliam  ;  dames;  Mary;  John 
(always  callt^d  Jack);  Andrew;  (ieorgia  and  Levi, 
born  Nov.  ITtli,  JSIS.  'llicse  all  survived  their  j»a- 
rents. 
■/-,  My  wife  was  named  for  her  gran<lniother  Dinwiddle  V 
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and  her  ^raiidiiiotluii-  \Vo()(ls.  riei-  ^■niiidiiiotlier 
\V<)()d.s'  inaidcn  uauw,  Wiis  Oliarity  Dyziirt. 

ACtcr  we  went  to  lioiiso-Icocpiii^',  my  witV^'s  sistor 
Maiy  spent  most  of  her  tinuj  with  us,  until  lier  molli- 
ei's  death,  and  went  to  scdiool  in  Iluntinj^don.  She 
was  a  linndsonie,  tine-lookinj;'  girl.  I  have  no  lecol- 
leetion  of  ever  seeing  her  out  of  temper, 

Jiinies  studied  law  with  me.  Soon  after  his  father's 
death  he  married  IMiss  Susan  Porter,  a  eoiisin.  She 
was  a  very  lovidy  j^iri.  How  J  i'e.<;retted  to  hear  of 
her  death  ! 

Levi  S.  \Voods  was  the  son  of  John  Woods,  and  he 
the  son  of  Samuel  Woods.  Samuel  Woods'  father 
came  from  Ireland  to  North  Carolina.  Judge  Gideon 
1>.  lihuik,  now  of  Ticnton,  Tenn.,  a  grandson  of  Sam- 
uel Woods,  .to  whom  I  am  ind(;bted  for  the  faets 
relating  to  Samucd  \Voods  and  his  ehihlren,  is  not 
certain  whether  Samuel  was  horn  before  or  after  his 
father  left  Ireland.  1  hav(;  not  been  able  to  learn  the 
name  of  Samuel  Woods'  lather,  oi-  the  date  of  his  im- 
igration  to  this  eoiinliy.  Samuel  Woods  moved  from 
North  Carolina  to  Keulueky.  The  date  ol  this  lemo- 
val  i  havii  not  been  able  to  fix  with  satisfaction  to 
myself.  Judge  lilack  thinks  it  was  in  .177.'^ ;  but  from 
historical  facts  in  relation  to  the  settlement  of  K(Ui- 
-tucky,  I  think  this  date  must  be  too  early  by  several 
years.  J  will  make  sonu',  further  allusioji  to  the  time 
of  his  renH)val,  wlien  1  liaVe  eoneluded  what  1  have 
to   say  of  his  children,     lie  setth-d    in   what  is  now 
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Madison  Comity,  Kentimky.     Siiinuel  Woods  liad  tlic 

following  cliildion,   in  tluMn-dcr  named:  (1.)  Oliver, 

Mk)  oldest,  born  abont  ITdl  or   IKIf).      lie  wns  killed 

by    the    Indians.      ( L*,)  JMartlia,    who    niaiiied    .lolin 

Dyzart.     They  had  four  ehildren,  two  sons  and  two 

j  daughters,  the  oldest   boy  named  John.     (3.).  Jane, 

who  married  John  Herron.     They  had  four  ehildren, 

j  one  girl,  who  married   her  eou.sin  John   Dyzart,   and 

i  John,  William  aud  Frank  Herron.     With  the  sons  I 

j  was    well    acquainted.     (4.)  ]\[argaret,    who    married 

I  Thomas  Black.     This  marriiige  took    place   in    Ken- 

l 

tucky,  August  20th,    17M3.     Of  this  nnirriage  there 

I  were  twelve  children,  among  them  NewLou  Black  and 

j  Judge  Gideon  B.  Black,  who  was  the  youngest,  born 

I  Feb.    4th,    18H).     (5.)  John    Woods    was    their    next 

child.  He  was  born  A])ril  !ilst,  177  1,  ami  <lie(l  August 
L'dth,  1840.  These  dates  as  lo  John  Woods  are  taken 
from  family  reconls.  ((>.)  Tlui  next  was  .Samuel,  who 
married  Ann  Perviance.  (7.)  1 1  is  m^xt  child  was 
David,  who  uuirried  a.  Miss  McLaiy.  They  had  seve- 
ral sons,  who  moved  t(j  Arkansas.  ( S.)  His  next, 
Daniel  T.  who  married  a  Miss  Beese.  They  had 
scventl  children,  among  Ihem  l^eroy,  a,  <listinguish(Ml 
Onml)orland  I'resl)yterian  lucacdu'r.  (!).)  His  next 
0  son  was  called  Oliver,  after  iiis  brother  who  was 
killed  by  the  Indians.  (10.)  His  last  child,  a  daugh- 
ter named  Polly,  married  John  Holnu'S.  They  had 
several  children,  among  them  John,  William  and 
Sanuiel  Jlolmes. 


I  FAMILY    REMINl.SCENOES.  45 

I  Saiiniel  Woods'  lir.st  wil'o  was  a  Tlolines.     ITe  niar- 

j  lied    ill    Xortli    (laioliiia.     Jiidj^e    Black    tliinks   tliis 

iiianiag(3  took  place  about  1 7(10  ;   1  should  thinic  a  IV'W       » 

j  years  later.     Atler  tlie  death  of  his  (irst  wife,  lie  iiiar- 

^  ried  a   second   lime,  hut  had   no  childieii    l)y  his  last 

I  wiie, 

I  When   Saniuel   Woods   went    to    Kentucky,   Judj«e 

I  Black  says  he  carried  ;ill   his  family  with   him,  except 

his  then  youngest  child,   iMar<;ajet,    Black's  inother, 

j  who  was  about   two  ye:irs  old  ;    that   he  returned   for 

;  her,  and  during  his  absence  his  son  Oliver  was  killed 

\          ^  by  the  Indians,  as  stated.       yoiiie  neij^hbor  boys  and 

,  his  son  Oliver  were  lo^^cther  ;   they  heard  what  they 

j  took    to    l)e  do.us    l>arkin.u-,    as    if   they    had    brought 

I  something  to  bay.     'I'liey  went  in  the  <lirection  of  the 

1  barking-.     Indians   in    ambush    (ired    u|)oii    them   and 

i 

I  killed   Oliver;   the  others  esciiped.      I  suppose  th(^  In- 

I  diaiis  \vei'<'.  imitatiii.t;-  the  barkiii;;  of  do<4s  to  decoy  the 

j  boys  from  the  house. 

I  My  reason   Ibr  thinkiii';- .hid.^c.   Blacdc  must  be  mis- 

ta.k(ui  iis  to  the  date  when   his  ^iandfath(!r  moved   to 

I  KentiKiky  is,  that  it  d*)cs  not  :i<;ree  with  historic  fact, 

as  to  the  earlier  settlement  of  Iventiudcy.  In  the 
American  edition  of  tli(i  ICncyclopa'dia  Britainca  it  is 
stated  that  tlu;  liist  [>eriiiaiienl-  sidtlemeiit  in  Ken-  ^ 
tuck'y  was  m.ide  ;it  llarrodslHirgh,  in  1774.  (See 
Article  "  Kentucky  ";  also  Kdwiird  8.  Kllis'  Life  of 
Jiooiie,  page  r»;{,)  The  fori  ;it  B(»on»^boro  was  com- 
plel<;d    in    the   autumn  of  1771,     ( .S;iiiie  iiui  lior,  pag«i 
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00)  On  piine  01,  Hooiic,  is  iniulc  t:()  say  Lliat  liis  wife 
and  (lau<;liter  were  the  (irst,  white  women  who  ever 
'^stoo(]  npon  tlie  l)iinks  of  t lie  wihl  and  beantifnl  Iven- 
tiieky  Kiver."  T.oont^  renched  Hoonsboro  witli  Ills 
nunily  in  the  fall  of  1771,  Tiiese  ;inllM)riLies  are  in 
liarniony  with  my  foiuier  readinj^'  npon  tliis  snbjetit, 
and  lead  me  to  eoneliuU'  that  Jnd;4e  IJhiek  must  be 
mistaken  as  (o  tiie  (bile  wiien  liis  ^randfat  her,  Samuel 
VV^oods,  moved  witii  his  family  to  ICentiieky.  1  incline 
to  think  the  removal  must  liave  t;ik(Mi  place  at  some 
tim<;  between  the  fail  of  1775  and  tlie  ye:ir  1778.  I 
simply  throw  ont  these  sii<;--estioiis.  Unless  some 
written  evidence  can  be  liad,  the  precise  date  of  the 
removal  will  always  l)e  in  doubt.  Jud<;-e  lilack  is 
rennirkiible  for  iiis  ieeollection  of  family  nanu-s,  bicts 
and  diites.  If  he  is  in'error  ;is  to  t In;  dntes  to  which 
i  have  referred,  I  should  Inirdly  think  (he  (Mror  be^;in 
with  him,  l)ut  witii  his  ancestors,  from  whom  he 
reciiived   his  iidbi  inalion. 

Hiimuel  Woods  liv(Ml  in  Ivenlncky  until  about  ISOO, 
when  he  moved  to  Williiimson  Oonidy,  'J'eiinessee, 
ami  settled  on  llarpeth  Li(;k.  lie  iifterwards  moved 
to  the  home  of  his  son  .Samuel,  who  lived  near  Me- 
LemoresN'ille,  (Jarroll  (Jounty,  Tennessee,  where  he 
di«Ml  about  bSLT).  lie  was,  as  I  understood,  lar-x-ly 
over  ei-hty  years  of  a-v  when  he  (bed.  lie  was  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  a  Presbyterian.  .Ind-e 
iilaek  tells  nu'  he  was  a  member  of  the  I'aint,  bick 
<l'iirch  in  K(^nlncky,  and  that  one  !)avi<l  iJiee 
l)reached    at    this    church. 


I 
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]\lY  Wife's  Patjohnal  Ancestry.— Jolm  Woods, ^ 

J  son  ofrtaniucl  \\\)0(l.s,    my    wife's   ^rinuiratlior,     was 

'  iiiariied  tlirec  tiine.s.     His  liist  wile  was  CMiaiity   I)y- 

zait.     Tliey  were  mail ied  Nov.  Dtli,  17iM».       She    was 

boni  June  liLM,  1778,  and  died  Nov.  14tli,   1814.      His 

second  wile,  J\lai<;aiet  Dyzart,    sister  of  liis  first  wile 

was    born    Nov.    ISlli,    17S();   died    Sept.    l'5tli,    18L'5. 

■  Tiiey  were  married  Nov,  Mill,  1810.      His   tliird    wile 

J  was  Mrs.    Hester  Ann  Craven,    born  0(tt.  lolli,    1788. 

j  ^IMiere  were  no  eliildren  by  tliis  third  marriage. 

j  His  ehildr(-n  Nveie,:     Levi  S.,    born  Sept.    1st,    180p 

I  (lied  Nov.  Isl,    18r)7.       Harvey,    his  second  son,    born,/) 

I  February,  18U1,  died  An<^nst,  18(H,  in  Mississippi;  he 

j  was  a   Tresbylerian  preacher.     Dyzart,  his  tiiiid  son, 

born  Jan.  LMst,  180(i,  died  I'\d).  8th,  1881',  in  Arkansas. 

Mar«>aret,  his  oldest  <l'anghter,  was  born  in  February, 

1808,    and    died    Nov.    llth,    18(55;    slie    married    Dr. 

Dralce;     shedie<l  al.  hci' honni  near  Laveida,     (JarroU 

Comity,    Tiinnessee.      Nancy,    his    second    «laughter, 

was  born  June,  *.)tli,  1810,    aii<l  died  Aug.   llth,    1818; 

she  married  her  cousin,    John  Herron— Herron    lived 

near  Spring  Creek,    Madison  County,    'i'ennessee,    at 

the  time   of  his   death.     A    daughter,    Syrena,  born 

May  3d,  181:i,    died  July  KUh,    18i>l.      John    Woods, 

■     Jr.  born  Nov,  Otii,  181  1,  died  AprillOlh, 1811,   in  the 

neighb(»rhood  ol' Hickory  lUat,    Carroll  County,  Teii- 

nessee;    he  lell  a  daugiiter,    an  only  (diild,    who    was 

called    Mat,    and  who  was  at  our  house  several  times 

alter  we  were  married  ;    she   married  Dr.    'J'alialerro, 
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living  ill  Piiris,  Teim.;  tlu'y  wont  to  Texas.  These 
were  the  children  of  Jolm  Woods,  Sr.,  by  his  tiist 
wife. 

The  children  of  his  second  wile  were:  ('arey  Jl. 
Woods,  born  Am^.  L'iMh,  ISIG,  died  , Inly  ITl li,  ISS;"), 
ill  Middle  Tennessee;  Charity,  who  married  Dr.  Clark, 
born  April  12th,  181S,  died  Sept.  1st,  184;J,  in  the 
neij^hlmrhood  of  Hickory  Flat;  David  11.  Woods, 
born  Oct.  2Sth,  IHl'li,  died  Dec.  KUh,  1871,  in  Tipton 
Connty,  Tennessee;  William  11.  U'oods,  born  .Jnly 
2r)th,  1825,  died  Jannary,  1850,  in  (^alilbrnia.  h'or 
the  dates  of  births  and  deaths  ot.lohn  Woods  and  his 
children  I  am  indebted  to  .Mrs.  Mary  Woods,  now  of 
Texas,  adau<;hter  otCarey  Woodsand  wile  ofAndrew 
Woods,  a  brother  of  my  wife.  When  she  visited 
Middle  Tennessee  in  the  snnimer  of  181)1,  she  copied 
them  from  the  fauiily  record  of' John  Woodsand  sent 
them  to  m(!.  As  statc<l  in  the  ]>relace  to  this  little 
family  sketcli,  I.  have  left  it  to  my  children  and  the 
younger  members  of  my  wile's  family  to  collect  and 
preserve  the  nn)re  recent  facts  of  our  families.  To' 
have  attempted  more  on  my  part  would  have  imposed 
to  gr(iJit  a  tax  upon  me  in  my  broken-down  condition. 

John   Woods  moved   to   Carroll  Connty  in    1819.^X 
He  was  one  of  the  tirst  settlers.     He  first  settled  on 
what  afterwards  became  the  stage  read  leading  from   - 
Huntingdon   to  Jackson,  and   about   12   miles    from 
Huntingdon.     When  I  first  knew  the   [)laee,  it  was 
generally  known  as  the  "  old   Woods    stand."     He 
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]  afterwards  moved  to  the  plaee   near  Hickory  Flat, 

i  where  lie  lived  until  his  death.     His  son,  Carey  II., 

j  lived  on  it  after  hin>,  until  lie  sold  to  James  H.  Lan- 

i  eii-  a  few  years  after  the  war. 

'  I  learned   from  Gol.  Woods  that  when   his  lather 

I  moved  to  West  Tennessee  there  were  no  grist-mills 

I  in   the  county,  and   that  they  had  to  send   to  Trace 

'  Creek,  across  Tennessee  Iliver,  for  meal  or  to  have 

I  their    corn    ground.     The  country  was   then   full    of 

!  game.     Deer,  beai-sand  wild  turkeys  were  abundant. 

j  There  was  no  trouble  about  getting  meat ;  the  dilli- 

i  culty   was    to    get   bread.     Col.    Woods    was    about 

eighteen  years  old  wlien  his  father  came  to  Carroll 

I  County:     "Matthew  Henry's  Commentaries,"  that  I 

I  now  have,  belonged  to  John  Woods,  and   after  his 

;  death  to  his   son,  Levi  S.      The  spectacles  I  gave 

Silas,  to  have  refilled  and  mended,  also  belonged  to 

hhn.     I  accidentally  broke  the  glasses  out  of  them  a 

few  years  ago.     I  never  knew  John  Woods,   though 

my  father  had   been   in    the   county  more   than  ten 

years  before  his  death.     Ueing  an  old  Presbyterian. 

1  am  told  he  did  not  believe  in  shouting;  but  it  was 

no  uncommon  thing  for  him   to    come   home   from 

i  church  in  a  shouting  frame  of  mind.     1  learned  from 

i  Cass  that  he  was  a  very  pious,  godly,  ui)right  man. 

I  Samuel    Woods    and  Jaines   Dinwiddle,   my  wife's 

great-grand i'atlier,    became    ac(iuainted    while    they 

lived   in    K(;ntucky.     The    older    members    of  their 

'  families  were  also  acquainted,,  and  in  this  way  Col, 
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Woods  was  led    to  visit  Lis   future   fathei-in-law's 
S  house  after  tliey  came  to  Tennessee,  and  became  ac- 

((iiainted  witli  liis  daughter  and  married  lier. 

After  1  was  married    I    became  aeqiiainted  with 
j  Mrs.  Drake.     She  was  a  very  sjirightly^  companion- 

I  able   lady,  full   of   life.     She  was   a   very  superior 

I  woman,  full  of  energy,  and  i)0ssessed  rare  business 

I  qualities.     I  was  very  favorably  imj)ressed  with  her. 

I  Siie  died  soon  after  the  close  of  tlie  war.     My  wife 

I  went  to  see  her  after  the  wai-.     I  did  not  see  her  for 

I  several  years  before  iiei'  death. 

I  I    tirst    visited    my    future    faHier-in-law's    liouse 

I  during  Christmas  wetdc,  1841»,Jii' company'  with  John 

^  Boyd.     Col.  Woods   was  living  on  Joim's  Branchy 

'  First  District  of  Carroll  County.     He  had  an  excel- 

1  lent  home.    Cass  was  not  at  home;  she  was  on  a  visit 

'  to  lier  relatives  in   Henry  County.     We    .stayed  all" 

night  and  left  tlie  next  morning,  i  liked  the  appear- 
ance ol"  things.  As  1  was  about  leaving,  I  handed 
Col.  Woods  a  book,  and  tokl  him  he  miglit  put  it  in 
Ins  book-case  and  give  it  to  ids  daiigiiter  wlien  she 
returned.  My  daughter  JSTannic  now  has  the  little 
boolc.  J  at  tlie  time  was  attending  to  a  law-suit  tor 
Col.  Woods.  J  had  met  his  daiightcir  Class  at  Hunt- 
ingdon, and  was  slightly  acquainted  with  her. 

Boyd  and  Col.  Woods  were  Democrats,  I  a  Whig. 
Boyd  was  the  Sheritf  of  Carroll  (bounty,  and  as  lie 
told  me  was  in  the  habit  of  calling-  at  Woods'  when 
in  that  ])art  of  the  county.     As  w<!  W(U'e  riding  oil",  I 
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j  ~  said  :  "John,  I  like  the  way  things  look  at  this  place ; 

j  you   must  eoniewith   me  here  again  before  a  great 

I  while."     Some  time  about  tlie  first  of  March  we  went 

'  a  second  time,     Cass  was  at  home.     John  left  next 

morning  on  business — believe  I  stayed  till  evening. 
i  Before  leaving  I  said  to    Miss  Woods:    "I  will  l)e 

passing  to  Jackson  early  in  April,  and  with  your  per- 
'  mission    L    will  call."     She  consented,  and  I  did  so. 

j  After  this  1  made  it  convenrent  to  have  business  in 

that  part  of  the  country  (juite  often.     1  had  visited 
I  her  but  a  few  times  before  1  proposed  to  her  to  be- 

come a  member  of  the  firm.    I  told  her,  while  talking 
on  the  subject,   that  1  was  much   of  my  time   from 
'  home  ;  that  she  would  luive  to  run  the  hous^,  while  I 

ran  the  law  brancli  of  tiie  coneern.  We  agreed  to 
unite  our  fortunes  foi'  life,  liut  a  word  passed  be- 
tween Ool.  Woods  and  mysell"  "iii)on  the  subje(;t  of 
my  and  his  daughter's  marriage,  lie  gave  his  con- 
sent. I  told  him  I  would  like  to  see  Mrs.  Woods 
before  leaving.  She  came  into  the  parlor.  I  took 
my  seat  to  ihe  left  and.  a  little  in  front  of  her.  1 
recollect  well  how  1  was  sitting.  1  asked  her  con- 
sent to  our  marriage.  She  was  entirely  self  pos- 
sessed, but  her  countenance  indicated  seriousness 
when  she  entered  the  ro(Mn.  Her,  conver.sation  with 
me  upon  tin?  subject  was  a  very  pro|)ei'  oik-,  for  the 
occasion ;  a-  shade  of  se^ioasnt^ss  coloring  her  le- 
marks.  Towai'ds  its  close  she  spoke  of  the  ri.sU  girls 
took    in    marrying;    saying   ihat  their  liap]>iness  de- 
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!  pcnded   entirely  upon  the   eoiiduet  ol'  tlie   Inisband. 

Slie  re[ieiited  and  enipliiisized  Mii.s  idea.     JNIrs.  Woods 
I  had,  I  tliink,  (h)ne  all  the  talkiiiii'  ui)  to  lliis  tinie.       I 

liad  been  silent.  1  then  said  to  her:  "  Mrs.  Woods, 
you  don't  think  the  risk  is  all  on  the  parti  of  yonr 
daughter,  do  youf  Don't  yon  8n[)i>ose  tiu're  is  soint; 
on  my  part  also?  I  proi)os(^  making-  yonr  danuhter  a 
j  good    hnsband.     E   think    I    know    sonietliiiig  ot   the 

I  duties   the    relation   will   iini)ose    on     jne.       11'    your 

daughter's  happiness  will  in  a  great  measure    be  in 
!  luy  hands,   will  not  mine  be  ('([ually  so  in  lu-r  handsf" 

j  My  remarks  dis[)elled  all  her  seriousness ;    her  face 

!  brightened    up;    she    smiled  and  heeame  (piite  cheer- 

ful.      Indeed,    I  am  not  sure  sin;  did  not  laugh.       I 
\  hav'^e  tre(iuently    thought    of  this   little   ineident    be- 

tween my  mother-in-law  and  myselfand  liav<'  always 
been  ineliiu'd  to  smile  at  tJu^  manner  in  wliieh  the 
subjeet  passed  oil". 
>,  I  We  were  married,  as  1  have  alrtjady  stated,  on  the 
>  2d  of  Oetoboi",  1850.  in  about  two  or  threes  weeks 
after  we  were  nnuried,  I  saM  to  ('ass,  "Would  you 
not  like  to  go  and  see  yonr  parents  I"  She  luid  not 
suggested  it  to  me,  l)ut  1  knew  she  would  like4o  sec 
liome.  So  we  went,  to  see  the  family.  1  said  to  Mrs. 
Woods  while  there,  ''  I  knew  Cass  would  like  to  see 
you  all,  though  she  Imd  not  said  so  mueh  to  me.  She 
felt,  I  suppose,  that  such  a  suggestion  might  be  a  lit- 
tle hasty  on  her  part."  We  spent  a  couple  of  dasy 
with  the  family.     On  leaving  I   said   to  IM  is.  Woods, 
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"I  cannot  always  coniinand  n)y  time;  my  business 
takes  me  from  Iiome  a  gieat  deal,  as  you  know.  Can- 
not say  when  I  will  be  iieie  ayain;  but  Cass  shall 
come  and  see  you  as  often  as  slie  may  wish."  It  was 
some  months  after  tliis  before  Cass  and  I  went  to- 
gether to  sec  her  parents.  Cass  had,  however,  in 
the  meantime  visited  home.  While  on  this  visit  I 
mad(Mt  (!onvenient  to  say  something' lilce  this  to  Mrs. 
Woods,  in  a  rather  low  tone,  as  though  I  did  not 
wish  Cass  to  hear  me;  in  her  presence,  however, 
knowing  tiiatshe  would  hear  me:  ''Tliis  girl  you  gave 
ifie  is  getting  the  upper  liand  of  me  pretty  fast.  I 
tiiiniv  she  is  taking  a.  rigiit  good  .stait  in  this  direc- 
tion." 1  can't  call  up  the  exact  language  J  used;  but 
I  tried  as  delicately  as  1  could  to  carry  with  it  the 
idea  that  I  would  be  much  obliged  if  siie  would 
speak  a  kind  word  for  me.  Mrs  Woods  smiled  ;  she 
no  doubt  thought  of  the  eonv(Msatiou  we  Imd  in  the 
parlor  when  1  asked  her  I'or  her  daughter.  Some 
people  nuiy  taHc  of  "  motiiers-in-law  ;"  but  I  always 
loved  my  moth(^r-in-law  ;  I  love  (o  tidnk  of  lier;  f 
love  her  memory.  Mis.  NN'oods  was  a  lady  of  line 
sense.  She  was  full  of  energy,  and  an  excellent 
housewife.  She  had  a-  great  deal  of  family  pride. 
You  could  not  be  at  her  home  without  seeing 
tiiat  she  ex(!(dled  as  a^  business  woman.  lOverything 
about  iier  home  b()r<;  the  e\idenc,e  of  her  industry 
She  favored  her  father  very  much.  1  have  rarely 
seen  a   more   strikinu   resemldance  between   father 


54  FAMILY   REMTNISCENOES. 

and  daiis'itcr.  I  formed  the  opinion  that  she  also 
bore  a  strong-  resoinhlance  to  lier  fatlier  in  point  of 
character.  She  was  (luiclc  tempered,  l)iit  always 
(dieerfnl  and  i)h'aHant.  Slie  iiad  notiiiu^- slnhhorn  or 
sullen  in  her  coin])ositi()n. 

Col.  W^oods  in  his  earlier  (hiys  was  t'ond  of  keepinjj 
hounds  about  him,  and  wonhl  occasionally  euj;aj;e  in 
the  cinise.  lie  had  a  couple  of  youii<;'  hounds,  alter 
moving-  to  John's  Branch,  tiiat  he  thought  a  good 
deal  of.  They  were  in  the  Imbit  of  sucking  eggs  and 
breaking  up  Mrs.  Woods'  hens'  nests.  Tiiey  one  day 
broke  up  a  lien's  nest.  Mrs.  Woods  in  a  passion,  afe 
well  she  nught  be,  said  to  a  man  whom  i)o\.  Woods 
had  employed  al)out  some  work  at  the  house  :  "If 
you  will  take  tho.«e  young  dogs  out  and  hang  them,  1 
will  give  you  two  bits."  lie  did  so.  C(d.  Woods 
made  rather  a  long  facte  about  his  dogs,  but  said 
nothing  t,o  Mrs.  Woods  about  them.  WIkmi  he  set- 
tled with   the  man    for   his  woik   he  left  out   the  two 

t)ils   for  iia.uging   the   dogs.     The  i i   said    to  him: 

"  You  Inive  forgolfcn  llie  two  bils  Mrs.  \Vo(mIs  prom- 
sed  me  for  Uilling  the  dugs."  lie  paid  them  witliout 
a.  word.  J  ha\('  heard  ('ass  tell  this  se\'eral  times. 
It  is  doul)t,ful  whether  her  mother  was  in  earnest 
al)out  Imving  the  dogs  killed.  She  nnidc  the  remark 
in  a  |);ission,  not  liiinking  perhaps  that  the  unin 
would  take  hei'  at  her  won!. 

Col.  Woods  was  a  unui  of  tine  pcwsonal  appear- 
ance,    lie  was  about  si.v  feet  high,  and  slightly  cor- 
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i  piileut  when  I   fust  knew  liini,     nis  features  were 

{  Iiighly    intellectual,     lie    would    have    been    readily 

!  picked  out  in  any  company  as  no  (»rdinai'y  man.     He 

\      .  was  one  of  the  most  sensible  men  1  ever  knew.     He 

f  was  well  balanced;  his  character  was  finely  rounded 

j  oil".     He    seemed   to   have   entire  control   of  all  his 

!  con<luct.     He  understood  human  nature,  and  exer- 

cised a  hir^e  share  of  intluence  in  tlie  community  in 
i  which   he  lived.     1   never  heard   him   say  or  do  any- 

j  thing  that  Wiis   not  charactt-rized  by  propriety  and 

i  good    sense.     I   was   never  with    him  a   day  without 

j  feeling  I  had  been  benetitted  in  some  way  or  other. 

He  was  a  very  atfe(;tiGnttte  liiisband.     J  jiave  iieard 
■  my  wife  say  she  never  iit  any  time  heard  her  father 

1  give  her  mother  a  cross  or  unkind  word. 

I  He   and   JMr.  W.  W.  Ilerron  were   for  some  years 

1  engaged   in    (he   mercantiU',    business  as  partners,  at 

I  Hickory   l<'lat.     'IMiey   then    w(!nt  to    Henry  Oounty, 

i  Tennessee,   some   miles   north   of  Paris,  wheie  they 

continued  their  enterprise.  After  this  they  moved 
to  Huntingdon,  wher(»  tliey  continued  as  partners 
tor  a  few  years.  When  they  discontinued  business 
in  Henry  County,  Col.  Woods  moved  to  his  farm  on 
John's  Brancli,  Carroll  Co.,  where  he  hail  a  large 
body  of  land.  I  ha\e  heard  Col.  Woods  andniy  wife 
speak  of  tlie  year  he  mo\('d  lo  -lohn's  nraneli.  I 
'  think  it  was  in  ISI(>  or  ISIL'.      His  Ik. use  was  situattMl 

on  a  little  bluff,  that  ran  up  to  (lie  branch.     At  the 
foot  of  tills  blufl."  was  a  line  spring,  n()t  more  than  u 
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stone's  cast  from  the  north  end  of  the  liouse.     I  was 
always  charmed  witli  the  location. 
I  We  boarded  for  several  months   after  marrying, 

with  0.  S.  Wood,  of  Trnntin«;(lon,  before  wo  went  to 
houHokecpinj^-.     (  He  was  not  ridated  to  my  father-in- 
j  hiw.) 

I  X      David  Bell  nnirried  JMary  Dinwiddie,  dan^liter  of 

j  my  wife's  grandfiitlier,  by  his  se(;ond  wife.     We  kept 

house  together  the  lirst  year  after  marriage. 
!  1  and  my  wife  had  the  following  children  :  Silas  B. 

I  born  Jnly  20th,  1851 ;  Nannie  J.,  born  April  3d,  1851 

'j  LeGrand  W.,  born  May  31st,  185(i ;  Lizzie  H.,  born 

j  February  18tii,   1S59  ;  P;iul,  born  January  ;n«t,   1801; 

j  Clopton,   born  March  7tli,  1801;  Georgie'Mai,  born 

t  October  IStii,  1808,  and  Doddridge,  born  Se[)tember 

I  18th,  1870. 

j  The  last  of  June  and  lirst  of  July,  ]85I,  I  had  to 

I  attend   my  I'iver  conrfH,  and    I  hesitated  v«uy  mu<di 

about  leaving  Imhiic.       I  lalkcd  u,  Dr.   Wrighl;   told 

liim  that  I  hated  to  leave  home;   that,   I   expected  my 

I  wife  would  be  confined  witiiin  a  month.     Me  told  nu', 

to  go  on  to  my  courts  and  be  cheerful  about  it.     He 

I  had   no  i<lea  my  wife  would    need   me  before  J    got 

j  back.     I  talked  to  Cass;  tohl  lier  that  I  did  not  like 

j  to  leave  home  at  such  a  time.     Slie  told  me,  to  atteml 

my  courts;  she  felt  no  uneasiness  at  n)y  leaving.     I 

told   her   that  J)r.  Wriglit   promised   ine    that  every 

attention  should   Ite  paid  her,  if  needed  during  my 

absence,  and  that  a  messenger  woidd  be  sent  for  me 
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should  it  l)L'  iiecetssjiry.  T  went  to  my  courts,  but  w;is 
uneii8y  and  unhappy  all  the  lime.  I  .i;o(  l)ack  two 
weeks  or  more  Itefoie  her  euulinement.  It  was  a 
great  relief  to  mc  to  hnd  1  was  at  liome  on  time. 
Neitiier  my  wife  nor  1  had  any  relations  living  in 
Huntingdon,  save  David  Dell  and  his  wife.  Mary 
was  a  little  youn^^er  than  my  wife.  Being  so  mmdi 
of  my  time  from  home,  it  would  have  been  a  great 
relief  to  nie  liad  eithei'  of  us  any  older  I'elatives  liv 
ing  in  the  i)lace.      I  often  lelt  the  want  of  tins, 

Jn  the  spring-  of  Isr/S  our  nurse  look  the  measles. 
We  could  nevei^  a(MH)Uid  for  the  nmnner  in  which 
sJje  took  them,  unless  from  some  person  passing  on 
the  street.  1  was  compelled  to  attend  Supreme 
C'lourt  at  Jackson.  The  nurse  was  re(;oveiing  when 
I  Started.  J  saw  Dr.  Wi-ight,  and  he  promised  to 
watch  my  family,  lie  thought  that  neither  Silas  nor 
Ins  mother  <;ould  take  I  hem  and  get, very  bad  off  be- 
fore J  could  get  ba.di.  1  went  by  my  mother's,  and 
sh(^  prondsed  to  go  up  and  stay  a  few  <lays,  oi-  until 
my  returii  1  got  throcigh  my  business  at  Jackson 
and  late  Saturday  night  1  i cacdied  C!ol.  NVotxls^  on 
my  way  home.  Sunday  morning  after  breakfast  my 
horse  was  brought  around.  The  (jolonel  insisted 
that  J  should  sp(;nd  the  day,  or  stay  until  evening 
with  them.  IMy  answer  was:  "  if  J  would  spend  the 
day  with  you,  under  the  cireumstances,  you  ought 
to  lose  all  respect  for  me,  and  J  would  certainly  lose 
my  own  self-Jcspecl."     J  reached  home  about  noon. 
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Tlie  iimvsc  had  gotten  about  well.  Silas  liad  taken 
the  measles  after  I  left,  and  was  al)oiit  well ;  and  his 
niotlK'T  iiad  taken  them  a  day  or  two  before  my  re- 
turn. Dr.  VVjiglit  eauie  up  in  tiie  e\eiiing.  He  said 
my  wile  was  doing-  well  enougli,  but  thought  it  l)est 
from  lier  symptoms  to  bleed  her.  Cass  never  had 
mueh  fancy  for  having  any  one  cutting  about  hei', 
an<l  so  she  would  not  consent  to  l)e  bled.  The  iiei:^^ 
morning  Dr.  W'right  still  insisted  that,  she  needed 
blood-letting,  lie  said  that  widle  there  was  nothing 
serious  in  her  ease,  he  was  satislied  that  the  l)est 
course  was  to  bleed  lier.  1  told  the  doetoi'  to  get 
out  his  lancet.  J  droi)|)e(l  oil'  my  coat  and  shoes  and 
slipped  into  bed  behind  iier,  and  said  to  her,  ''In'ow, 
Cass,  lay  yourself  upon  my  bosom  and  sliut  your 
eyes;  this  is  about  the  best  place  you  will  evej-  lind 
to  die."  The  doctor  bled  lier,  and  she  was  U[)  and 
about  in  a  few  days.  = 

I  In  the  fall  of  18G3  1  left  my  home  in  Huntingdon  y 
and  moved  to  my  i)!antation  lying  on  the  railroad, 
tluee  or  four  mik;s  north  of  Tre/e\'ant.  1  stayed  in 
Huntingdon  about,  as  long  as  1  well  could.  It  was 
dillicult  to  kee|)  family  supplies.  1  frequently  had 
Federal  soldiers  to  l\-t'i\.  Some  of  these  1  found  to 
be  holiest,  good  men.  and  some  the  reverse.  1  was 
never  troubled  wilit  soldiers  on  my  [)lantation. 

My  land,  Ihotiier  Silas^  and  IJrother  Aloses'  ad- 
joined. Our  liouses  were  but  a  short  distance  apart. 
Hut  for  the  troubles  of  the  war,  the  two  years  1  lived 
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<>u  1113'  I'ui'in  would  liave  been  aiuoug'  the  most  ploa.s- 
iuiL  of  itiy  life,  When  tlie  Wiir  ended  1  was  very 
imicli  cnibairassed  :i.s  to  wliat  I  sliould  do.  I  tVlt 
very  uuich  brolcen  up  a.s  to  iny  future  plans.  I 
hesitated  as  to  what  ste|)  i  slionld  take.  Should  I 
renuiin  upon  my  plantation,  or  buy  a  small  place  near 
Trezevant^  and  there  educate  my  children,  and  in 
this  way  start  tlicin  otl  in  life?  or  should  I  ^o  to  the 
law '^  Finally,  as  the  way  oi)ened  up.  i  determined 
to  return  to  the  practice  of  my  profession.  I  thought 
of  loitating  in  Jackson,  ]Vrem|)his  or  Trenton.  There 
weie  some  reasons  vviiy  I  ])referred  Jackson.  It  was 
more  convenient  to  my  rivei'  (;oiirts  j  but' there  were 
objections  that  overbalanced  this.  I  thouyht  1  could 
perhaps  make  more  money  in  Memphis  for  a  time, 
but  then  the  thoiij^ht  of  l)rin<.>iiii;'  up  my  family  in  a 
city,  es|)ecially  if  my  boys  should  not  l»e  grown  and 
settled  in  tiieir  habits  and  in  bnsiness  when  I  should 
he  takc^n  from  them,  was  repiilsi\  e  to  nn;.  I  never 
had  much  fancty  for  city  life  any  way.  After  weigh- 
ing the  subject  as  well  as  I  could,  f  decided  in  favor 
•  d"  Trenton.  1  first  bought  a  place  in  town  from  lOsq. 
W'illiant  Ivcdton.  1  preferred,  however,  a  country 
home,  reasonal)ly  convenient  to  my  oflice,  when  F 
bought  of  Kelton.  After  buying  of  Kelton,  James 
A.  McDearmon  proposed  Nclling,  and  1  bought  his 
place  lying  on  thc.Fhiton  Itoail,  one  and  one-half  miles 
west  of  Tr(!nton.  i  did  not  want  to  l>riiig  up  my  boys 
in  town.     1  had  seen  so  nmny  town  boys  run  the  road 
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to  mill,  tliat  I  feared  tlic,  lesiilt.    T  would  necessarily 

be   iniieh   of  my  time  from    1 o,  and  the  children 

would  in  a  ^reat  measure  be  left  entirely  under  con- 
trol of  their  mother.  I  ahvay.s  had  a  fondness  for 
plantation  life,  and  in  my  earlier  married  days  I 
looked  forward  witli  pleasnie  to  the  time  when  I 
could  pretty  well  ^ive  np  the  law,  and  settle  down 
with  my  wife  and  (-hildren  in  some  pleasant  counti-y 
home. 

lu  the  last  days  of  Deiu'inher,  l.SOr*,  I  moved  to  the 
place  mentioned,  bought  of  M(!l)earmon  The  older 
children  will  rememl>er  tsomethinn  ol"  the,  time  we 
had  on  the  road,  the  liist  (hiy.  It  (lommehced  rain- 
ing soon  after  we  started  in  the  morning,  and  mined 
heavily  until  nearly  night.  It  was  a  gloomy  day,  and 
my  feelings  were  \erymii('ii  in  liarinony  wilii  the  day" 
The  bridges  on  the  leading  roads  weic,  doxNii,  anil  we 
had  to  talc(^  a,  eireuiloiis  roiile,  leaving  old  Shady 
Grove  and  i\Iilan  to  liie  right.  IJntherford's  Fork 
had  become  almost  impassable  from  the  heavy  rains, 
before  we  reached  il.  The  bottom  lor  several  hun- 
dred yards  was  eoviMcd  wilJi  water.  I  hesitated 
Jibonl  attempting  to  (moss.  I\I.\  iamily  was  in  a  snnill 
two-horse  wag(»n,  drawn  [\y  two  obi  mules.  1  order- 
ed the  boy  who  was  driving  to  hold  up.  The  water 
looked  so  threatening  that  I  should  have  turnetl 
ba.(d; ;  but  tluM'o  was  no  house  within  a  mile  or  two 
at  \vhi(di  W(s  eonld  spend  tlu*  nii;lit,  and  the  roads 
had  also  becionu',  almost  impa,ssal)le.     I  was  on  horse 
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back.  I  knew  but  little  of  the  loud  through  the 
bottom,  but  concliuled  that  I  would  ride  through  the 
water  and  Bee  if  the  wagon  with  niy  family  could  go 
safely  over.  [  endeavored  to  go  through  and 
keep  in  the  load  rr(un  the  maiks  on  tiie 
trees.  J  had  gone  about  half  the  distance  to  tlio 
bridge,  I  suppose,  wheu  I  met  a  young  Mr.  Rob- 
ertson crossing  from  the  opposite  side,  driving  a 
team  of  four  large,  line  mules.  'J'he  wagon  and  team 
belongetl  to  J.  ]\[.  Coulter,  Robertson  knew  n)e.  I 
had  known  his  fatlu'r  for  many  years.  T  asked  hiui 
what  the  chances  were  for  uiy  getting  safely  across. 
He  said  if  1  knew  the  route  well  J  could  make  it; 
but  if  not,  it  would  l)e  attended  with  some  hazard — 
tluit  I  might  get  my  family  swaaiped  in  some  of  the 
sloughs.  He  was  ac<|uainted  with  the  way,  and  pio- 
posed  to  diive  over  and  tak(^  my  family  across,  and 
let  my  wagon  follow  his.  When  he  got  across  he 
took  out  his  two  lead  mules,  and  left  them  with  a 
young  uum  who  was  with  him.  J  put  my  family  in 
his  wagon,  and  we  all  got  safely  through  the  water. 
I  think  he  made  no  charge  ;  but  J  paid  him  two  dol- 
lars, or  two  dollars  and  tifty  cents — do  not  recollect 
which,  I  never  paid  any  money  more  clieerfully  in 
my  life.  1  stayed  that  night  with  Major  Bryant,  of 
wuom  1  have  already  spoken.  He  entertained  us 
most  iiospitably.  I  have  always  felt  that  there  was 
something  providential  in  my  meeting  young  l\ol»ert- 
sou  just  at  the  time  and  i)la(;e  J  did.     It  was  at  a  time 
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and  place  I  least  expe/ited  ineotinf^-  any  one.  Had  I 
not  met  liini  I  niiglit  have  attempted  passing  thiougli 
the  water  with  my  family,  and  mi-^iiL  have  met  with 
some  aeeiilent.  Should  my  sons  Silas  and  LeGrand 
read  these  lines,  they  will  understand  "something- 
thoy  did  not  and  could  not  W(dl  have  understood 
twenty  years  ago. 

When  [  reached  the  end  of  my  Journey,  the  second 
night,  after  dark,  witii  my,wife  and  children  all  safe, 
I  felt  decidedly  relieved.  Having  to  change  my 
home  in  the  l)roken-n|)  and  unsettled  state  of  the 
country,  made  this  a  rather  dark  period  for  me;  but 
after  settling  down  in  our  new  home,  in)pe__canie 
back  to  me,  and  I  said  to  my  wife:  "  Cass,  my  heart 
has  returned  to  me.  Do  youi'  l)est  maimgeinent  with 
our  domestic  matters,  and  1  will  put  in  all  my 
strength  at  the  law."  My  wife  always  knew  how  to 
clothe  her  fannly  witii  but  little  expensv  ;  and  for 
seiveral  yeai's  w<!  both  diUerudned  to  visit,  the  stores 
as  seldom  as  possible,  1  reciollect  my  wife  won^  a 
mixed  dress,  after  we  came  to  Trenton,  that  she  had 
made  at  Valley  Farm.  She  always  looked  handsome 
to  UM)  in  that  dnvss.  1  also  woic  my  Jeans  for  a  year 
or  two  alter  we  came  to  Trenton. 

I  heard  uniny  persons  siiy,  before  and  after  the 
commeucement  of  the  war,  tlnit  they  wmited  ii  put 
off  in  their  <lay  ;  they  did  not  want  il,  to  come  on  in 
their  diiy.  1  always  felt  and  said,  if  it  had  to  come 
and  was  an  event   in  the  near  future,  let  it  come  on 
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i  .  ' 

I  in  my  day,  let  it  fall  a|)oii  nie,  iiiul  not  upon  my  cliil- 

1  <lien.     Tiiis  is  the  way  I  felt,  ami   tliis  i.s  what  I  al- 

ways said,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  war; 
and  I  am  now  "hid  that  its  sorrows  and  troubles  fell 
iiI)on  me,  rather  than  u|)on  my  children. 
j  J)nriiiy  the  last  years  of  the  war,  dry  goods    be- 

I  came    very    scarce,    especially    cotton  -^oods.     They 

I  ■  were  exceedingly  liioh.     I  think  I  paid  as  much  as 

I  eighty  cents  to  a  dollar  a  yard  for  calico,  the  last 

[  year  of  the  war. 

j  After  we    went  to  Valley  l<'arm,   my  wife    l)ronght 

.|  the    spinnino-\vhc(d   and    loom    into    use.     She    was 

spinniuo-  one   day,  and   I   said   to   her:  "Wife,   how 

handsome   and   graceful   you   look   at  tlie   spinning- 

\  wlieel!"  She  .said   there  was  not  so  much  grace  and 

I  l)eanty  about  it :  that  it  was  the  idea  of  her  being  at 

work  that  was  so  pleasing  to  me.    A  day  or  two  after 

this  I    was   reading   Kame's   Elements, of  Criticism, 

and   came  across  what    he   said    about   thei-e   being 

something  pleasing  to  the  eye  and  ndud  in  motion 

I  an<l  for(;e  applied  to  the  indusiiial  pursuits  of  life  ; 

"     that  "the  Creator  in   his  goodness  to  us  had  so  or- 

:  dered   it;  otherwise   labor  would   be  repulsive,  and 

we  would   turn    from    it  in   disgust."     1  read  to  her 

what  he  said  on  this  .iubject,  and  renuirked:  "  Jf  you 

will  not  agi'ce  with  me.  Lord  Kanie  does." 

1  never  knew  a  more  conscientious  i)ersou  thau 
my  wife.  Thi-re  was  no  deception,  no  guile  in  her 
comi)osition.     Some  time  belore  we  weie  married,! 
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was  talldn<,r  witli  lier  on  the  subject,  wlien  she  said 
to  me  :  "  I  am  at  times  troubled  witli  a  sudden  weak- 
ness tliat  i)a8ses  ov(u-  me.  Did  you  not  see  me  sit 
down  on  the  iloor  a  few  minutes  while  .strai^httudnj;' 
up  the  parlor  this  moniin<>'?  A  weak  feeliny  passed 
over  me,  and  1  had  to  sit  down.  I  eould  not  marry 
a  man  without  tellin<^-  him  oH  it."  Her  manner  of 
tellinjj  me,  and  the  t'ai-t  that  a  ^irl  eould  do  so  under 
the  circumstances,  made^a  singular  impression  on 
my  mind.  This  nervous  weakness  troubled  her  for 
a  year  or  two  after  we  were  manietl,  and  tlien  for 
many  years  she  was  liardly  ever  troubled  witii  it. 

]My  wife  professed  religion  when  she  was  qiute  a 
girl;  and  for  a  time,  as  she  told  me,  her  hope  was 
bright  and  slie  enjoyed  religion.  She  did  not  join 
the  church  for  some  time  after  making  a  profession. 
For  much  of  her  time  she  lived  a  doubting  Christian, 
She  thought  if  she  had  joined  the  churcU  earlier  she 
would  never  have  been  troubled  with  so  many 
doubts.  As  to  her  own  njerits,  she  was  always 
clothed  with  the  garments  of  humility.  For  several 
years  before  her  death  we  seldom,  if  ever,  i)assed  a 
day  togetiier  without  conversing  upon  tiie  subject  of 
religion.  I  always  triiMl  to  encourage  and  (;ontfort 
her_,  and  hold  her  iiead  al)ove  the  waves,  1  would 
point  her  to  the  promises  of  the  Bible.  She  was 
well  read  in  the  Scriptures,  and  was  greatly  inclined 
not  to  take  the  promises  to  herself.  ''They  are  for 
others,  not  for  ir.e,"  she  would  say.     I  I'ccollect  one 
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(lay  she  was  talking-  to  mv,  in  ii  (Icspoinlin^  \v:iy,  and 
I  said  to  lier,  "Cass,  would  you  take  tlic  icins  out  of 
the  liands  of  your  Heavenly  l'\il  lior  i"'  Her  (|ui(;k 
reply  was,  "  No  !  no!"  I  used  lo  t(dl  lier  tliat,  Inid 
slio  been  in  tlio  place  of  llic,  Ohiifslian  pilj^riin  nuui- 
tioned  in  the  soni;-,  wlieii  Apollyon  told  iiini  liis  (;ap- 
taiu  had  ^'•one  before  and  he  would  see  liis  face  no 
more,  slio  would,  1  su|)p()st'd,  iiave  a^^reed  with  Imui, 
and  would  have  yixen  u|),the  journey.  Slie  was  very 
fond  of  Pilurini's  I'lo^ress,  and  said  .--'-lu;  was  very 
much  like  Buuyan.  Mr.  Little  1^'aith  was  an  interest- 
ing cliaracter  to  her.  His  lailh,  tiiou^h  little  and 
I  feeble,  was  still  faith,  she  would  say.     Mp  wife  at  all 

i  times    felt  great  solicitude    for  tln^  salvation  of  our 

\  ehildren.     For  years   befoie   lier   death,  this  tiesire 

would  at  Limes  bt^  inlcMise.      lier  heart  was  burdened 
j  for  their  salvation.     Hlie  would  ask   mo   to  pray  for 

I  them— "l*ray  for  tiiem  with  ail  your  heart!  pray  for 

i  tlieui  like   Brother  Hilas  used  to  pray   for  you!"     I 

I  would  try  t,o  (tomforl  her  about  our  e.hildriMi,  and  re- 

I  fer  to  the  fael,  that  Silas  and  some  of  the  others  had 

I  professed.     1  often  said  to  iier  at  such  times,  "  Mani- 

1  ma,  r  have  a  goodly  liope  that  the  F^ord  in  his  mercy 

i  will  in  someway  bring  all  oureliibli'eu   into  his  fold. 

!  Try  to  l)e  hopeful;  (b»n'L  be  desponding  " 

I  in  the  wintt^r  before   her  death,  sIk^   became   eon- 

eorned    about^    Jjiz/Je.      It,    was    painful     to     see    th(! 
I  intensity  of  her  feelings.     She   pleaded    with   me  to 

|)ray  for  hei'.      ATore  than  once  she  said  to  me  :  ''  Mr. 
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Jones,  7  don't  feci  lihr  I  can   nutH—no  time   to  wait 
for  pyotractcd  or  riv!r<(l  mrctiiujs  T     In  m  sluirt  time 
I     .  lirotlun-   Mimtooniery  (Mine    iiloii-.      ||«,   was   a(    diii- 

<  liotiHc.      He   lijid  «('V(m:iI   ciirncsl    con  \  •■isaticuis  witli 

Lizzie.     «()(,„  alU-r  lie  leit,  Li/zje  n\:uiv  iin  open  pio- 
j  I'eysioii  of  reiioion.     In   speakino- of  Mi.,   fact  of  her 

i  deep  concern  iihout  Lizzie,  1  said   to  licr:  ".Matunia, 

i  liow  can  you   liave  such  (lonl)ts  abont  your  own  ui-. 

ceptance,  wiien  in  answer  to  your  prayers  ilie  Lord 
has  converted  our  dau-liter,  and  tliat  at  a  time  wiien 
we  NO  little  expected  it?  You  felt  yon  could  not 
wait.  Siui  wasthe  burden  of  your  iieurt ;  and  here 
in  tiie  winter  there  conies  alono  a  stranger,  and  our 
daugliter  is  converted.  Plnck  iij)  heail,  and  never 
a^^ain  jj;ive  way  to  despondency.  Never  a-ain  be- 
come II  prisoner  in  Doubtiuj;-  Oastlc.'^  J  felt  that 
Lizzie  was  converted  iu  answer  lo  the  prayers  of  her 
inotlKir.  Our  ciiibljcu  are  now  all  convci  ted,  except 
Doddrido-e,  and  i  have  a,  j^oodly  hope  (hat  tiie  Lord 
•  in  his  mercy  will  sanctify  some  means  to  hissaha- 
tion.* 

1  do  not  know  that  a  day  has  |)assed  ovei'  mv  head 
Hince  1  iiad  chil(lr(!u  thai  I  did  not  piay  for  them. 
1  iK'lieve  in  prayef.  'i'he  lirst  ni^^ht  we  spent  al  our 
boarding-honse,  al'l.-r  we  were  maiiied.  I  said  lo 
(!ass:  ''il  has  been  my  inleulion  when  I  nmrried  to 
hold  fanuly  piayers."  ||,  pleas, d  iier.  We  i.-ad  a 
(dnipter  and   kn(dl   lo^cthei-  in  player. 

*  Sinrr  I  he  ;,Im,vc  Ua~  Ulill.n.  I  »,m|,|  rhl;..r  |,:,>  ,„..lr>M>l| 
rt'li^ioii  ;ui(l    lias  I.e. 1.   jiapl  i/...l.     'rii.l,,jr.l   ).,■  piatscil 
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I  INfy  wife,  witlioiit  |)()s«e8siii<>'  the  strongest  const itu. 

I  tion,  was  rarely  in  bed  li-oin  illness.    I  was  twelve  or 

I  thirteen  years  ber  senior,  and  in  the  course  of  nature 

I  thou^'ht  of  nothing?  but  her  surviving-  me.     But  she 
always   said  otherwise.     She  never  expected  to  live 
I  to  be  old. 

Up  to  within  eight  or  ten  months  of  her  death,  her 
health  had  for  several  years  been  very  good.     I  felt 
I  she  would  probably  live  tp  be  old.     She  had  a  chill 

I  H  in    September,    1877.      None   of   the   older   children 

I  were  about  the   house.     I   was  scarcely  able  to  wait 

on  iier.  Her  nervous  system  seemed  to  give  way 
under  the  eft'ec's  of  the  chill.  Several  times  nhe 
asUed  mo  if  she  was  not  dying.  I  told  her  she  was 
not,  and  l)ore  up  as  cheerfully  as  I  couM  in  my  feeble 
condition.  I  uvut  (or  Dr.  Levy  immediately  when 
luu'  chill  (;ame  ow,  luit  before  he  arrived  the  effects 
Imd  pretty  well  |)a.s.s(Ml  otf.  After  this  1  |V>lt  a  good 
deal  of, solicitude  abont  her  health,  and  watched  her 
with  no  little  an.xiety.  J  talked  with  Dr.  Levy  pri- 
vately, and  told  him  the  way  tlu?  chill  atfected  her 
made  m(;  feel  s.-iious.  'riic  next  day  she  was  U|)  and 
about;  and  while  there  was  no  appai'eni  reason  why 
i  should  feel  any  i)articular  anxiety  about  her  condi. 
tion,  yet  1  could  not  help  feeling  so.  1  reijuested  Dr. 
Levy  to  koop  her  on  the  best  courKe  of  tonics  ; 
which  he  did.  1  tlionght^  she  needed  tonic  treal- 
menL  1  could  see,  for  a  year  or  two  befoie  her 
<leaMi,   that   time,   had   mad(^   some    little    imjncssion 
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ui)on  her.  Slu^  did  not  iippour  quite  as  younjj  us  in 
ronner  years.  Not  loiij;-  alter  Lizzie  prot'esse*!  relig- 
ion, my  wife  in  eonversation  .said  to  nie  one  day:  '"I 
feel  like  ni^'  lil'e  work  i.s  aeconiplished."  1  passed  off 
tlie  reinaik  in  some  lii;lit  manner,  but  it  saddened 
me.      I  eonld  not  help  feeling  sa<l  at  the  remark. 

I'^or  three  eonsceutive  Sunchiys  beforit  my  wife's 
deatli,  she  attended  ehurcli  and  seemed  to  enjoy  the 
sermons  more  than  usual,  mid  appeared  <iiiite  elieer- 
ful.  Brother  Llillsman  was  our  pastor.  On  one  of 
these  oeeasions — f  tldnk  it  was  tiie  last  Sunday — the 
snhjeet  was,  ''  We  all  have  our  hni'dens  to  bear." 
She  spoke  of  the  sermon,  and  seemed  more  tiian 
usually  elieerftil  in  spi'aking  of  it.  In  the  evening, 
after  reiuiaiing  Irom  church,  she  had  a  slight  chill, 
or  chilly  sensation.  Slie  l()ol<,  the  next  morning, 
what  (|uinine  we  thought  necessary  to  guard  against 
its  i-eturn.  While  hei'  health  had  renuiinCd  leasona- 
bly  good  duiing  the  winter  and  spring,  she  occasion- 
ally, and  but  occasionally,  was  tionblcd  with  coldish 
depressing  spells.  It  was  not  Ihougiit  Ixsst-  to  give 
much  quinine  at  such  times,  bill  in  connection  with 
snndl  poitions  of  (jiiinine  to  give  stimulants  and 
tonics. 

-Monday  niorniug  she  got  up  as  usual,  dressed  and 
cooked  a  young  chi(d<en,  and  sent,  it  to  Nannie  by 
the  children  as  they  went  to  school  Nannie  was  a 
little  unwell.  In  the  evening  my  wife  had  another 
chill,  but  nothing  sci'ioms  about  il.      |  did   not,  ln)W- 
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ever,  like  its  retiini.  That  iii^lit  and  the  next  morn- 
ing I  increased  the  quantity  of  quinine.  Tuesday 
evening-  ylie  had  another  slight  chili.  Wednesday 
morning  I  remarked  to  iier,  "  I  believe  I  will  send 
for  the  doctor."  She  answered,  -'No,  you  will  not 
j  send  for  tlie  doctor  for  me;  I  need  no  doctor."     1 

'  had  given  her  during  tlie  morning  four  quinine  pills, 

containing  from   two   to  two  and  oneiialf  grains  of 
j  quinine  each.     She  seemed  doing  very  well,  and  was 

[  entirely  clieerfiil.     A  little   before   twelve  o'clock  I 

j  wanted   her  to  take  another   pill.     She  felt  so  well 

I  that  she  smiled  and  said,  "I   don't  tln'nk  I  need  it, 

j  but  I  will  take  it,  for  tshould  1  not  do  so,  and  have  a 

chill,  you  will    think   if  1    Inid   taken   it   f  would    not 
\  have  had  the  cliill."     1  really  did  not  thiidc  she  need- 

[  .  ed  the  last  pill,  but  wanted  her  to  be  on  the  safe  side. 

{  i  suggested   to    her  to  rrmain  in   bed   Tuesday  and 

!  Wednesdiiy,  which  she  did.    She  kept  her./restament 

j  (the  one  Mr.  Landis  liiul  given  her)  in  bed  with  her, 

I  and  would  read  from  time  to  time. 

j  In  a  short  time  aft<'r  taking  tlie  last  pill,  the  chill 

came  on  her  again,   niorr  severe  in  form,      i  at  once 
f(dt  alarmed,  though    I   kept   my  fears   to  myself.     1 
'  sent  for    Dr.   Ilappel.     He  was   not  long  in   getting 

out.     Her  symptoms  during  the  evening  increased 
i  my  f(^ai"s.    Towards  night  tlu^  doctor  proposed  going 

home,  and  spoke  of  iclurning  in  the  moining  if  1 
thought  it  necessary,  i  told  him  if  he  went  home  he 
must  retnrn  that  night,  which  he  did.     Her  stonuich 
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seemed  a  good  denl  initiited.  She  fre(iuently  made 
elToits  to  vomit.  Tliiirsday  m()njiii<>'  Dr.  llaj)pe 
went,  back  to  town,  and  lehiincd  in  an  hour  or  twol 
and  when  he  went  back  about  tlie  middle  of  the.  day, 
1  told  him,  while  I  ha<l  every  eonlidence  in  his  troat- 
njent,  to  brin}4'  Dr.  Ii(ny  witli  liim  in  tJic  rvcning'. 
Dr,  Levy  eame  out  with  him.  1  told  (Jass,  as  tlie 
do(;torH  were  coming  to  the  lioiise,  lliat  I  had  direct- 
ed riappel  to  bring  Levy  wijLh  iiim.  iSiie  s|)oke  of  it 
as  being  entirely  unnecessary.  1  renmrked  that  1 
supposed  slie  was  correct,  but  it  was  a  little  umtter, 
I  and  I  thought  1  ndght  b(^  indulged  in  it.     When  the 

do(;tors  <;amein  the  room,  F  si)oke  of  what  T  hail  said 
i  to  my  wife,  and  her  reply;    that  f   had  said   toiler   I 

I  [iroposed  to   i)ay  the  l)ills,  and   thought  i  might  be 

}  permitted  to  have  my  own  way,  if  it  was  any  pleasure 

j  to  me.     She  seemed  cheerful,  and    1   think  smiled  at 

I  my   remark.     The   irritation    about   the   stomach    in- 

creased, il"  anything,  attended  with  ;i  good  deal  of 
thirst  and  a  burning  sensation.  1  procured  ice  for 
her;  perhaps  it  was  l^'riday  before  I  got  the  ice. 
She  had  no  chill  after  Wednesday.  Thiiisday  1  told 
the  doet.oi's  J  felt  veiy  Ncrioiis  about  my  wife,  and 
that  one  or  the  other  must  I'cmaiu  'a  ilh  her  continu- 
ally. They  did  so.  I  felti  that  she  would  not  recover. 
My  heai't  sank  within  me.  1  suggested  to  the  do<-- 
tors  that  evening  thai,  1  would  send  for  Silas,  but 
they  said  it  was  enlirely  uniHMU'Ssa-ry.  They  nuiy 
have  so  aaisweied   to  (piiet  my  fejirs.      l''iiday  morn- 
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iiig  1  had  Silas  dispatched  for.  He  reached  lioiiie 
on  Satur(hiy  Ji  little  after  noon.  Hi.s  mother  recog- 
nized liiiii  and  put  her  arms  around  his  neck.  In  a 
few  liouis  after  liis  arrival  she  became  pretty  much 
unconscious;  indeed,  the  quinine  she  had  taken 
made  iier  almost  entirely  deaf.  J  was  saying  some- 
thing to  lier,  and  she  told  me  she  was  so  deaf  she 
could  not  undeivstand  me.  In  my  shattered  nervous 
condition,  I  could  not  stay  in  tlie  room  and  wait  on 
her  all  the  time  as  I  wi.slied.  It  was  |)hysically  im- 
possible. How  painful  it  was  not  to  be  able  to 
remain  at  her  side  and  be  witli  her  to  the  lastl  She 
died  Sunday  morning,  May  KUh,  1878,  about  three 
o'clock.  J)rs.  Ilappel  and  Le\y  did  everything  that 
could  1)(!  done,  as  I  thought.  The  first  three  chills 
(or  chilly  sensations,  for  they  could  hardly  be  called 
chills,)  were  very  slight.  There  \\as  nothing  in  them, 
consideifd  in  themselves,  to  excite  alarm.  After 
tlie  recurrenc(^  of  IIk^  ciiill  on  Wednesday,  I  thought 
had  J  given  larger  (juaiitilies  of  (|uinine  from  the 
lirst,  combined  with  iron  and  nuv  vomica,  it  might 
ha\<i  slimuhited  and  toned  up  her  system  and  saved 
her  lif(^.  J  have  oflen  thought  Ihiis;  but  perhaps  we 
never  lose  a  member  of  our  family,  excei)t  in  case  of 
extreme  old  age,  without  thinking  tliat,  had  a  dift'er- 
ent  (!ouise  of  tiealment  be(in  pursued,  or  something 
Uildilional  done,  a  (.lillcient  icsult  would  or  might 
liave  followed. 
The  longer  I  have  lived,  the  better  have  I  been 
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satisfied  that  I  married  the  right  woman.  Had  I  life 
to  go  ov(a'  again,  I  would  go  to  the  same,  liome  and 
marry  the  name  girl.  VVe  are  told  hy  inspired  wis- 
dom that  a  prudent  wife  is  from  tlu!  Lord;  and  if  a 
prudent  wife  is  from  (lie  Lord,  surcdy  a  good  motlier 
is  from  the  Lord. 

When  my  wife  was  no  more,  a  f<',oling  of  inexpress- 
ible loneliness  possessed  me.  There  seemed  to  be  a 
void  within  and  about  me.  We  may  be  in  the  busy, 
bustling  world;  we  may  even  be  surrounded  by 
friends,  and  yet  we  nuiy  be  tridy  alone.  \\'e  may  at 
such  times  feel  that  the  hand  of  desolation  is  upon 
us.  Jt  was  hard  for  me  to  lealize  that  my  wife  was 
no  more.  For  months  after  her  dcatli,  whenever  [ 
rode  out  from  home  and  would  be  returning,  ]  had  a 
strange  feeling  that  she  wouM  meet  me  on  reaching 
the  house.  This  was,  1  sup[)0se,  from,  long  associa- 
tion. I  would  be  willing,  under  the  blessing  of 
Heaven,  to  go  oyer  my  married  life  again.  With  my 
l)resent  experience  1  think  I  could  in  some  respects 
better  it;  but  it  would  in  the  main  have;  to  be  about 
what  it  was.  I  would  not  be  willing  to  undertake  to 
rai^e  my  children  again.  Not  that  I  would  so  much 
shrink  from  the  lab(>r  and  (;ai'c  of  raising  a  family ; 
but  the  responsibility  is  so  gieal,  the  task  so  deli- 
cate, that  1  should  tear  Unit  my  errors  in  this  respect 
might  be  greater  and  more  numerous  than  they  were. 

The  law  of  love  should  be  the  rule  of  the  household. 
We  shoidd  learn  to  forbear  with  each  othci',  an<l  to 
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bear  one  auotlier's  >uitlcim.  We  slioiild  always  lo 
iiieitiber  that  others  liave  tlieir  burdeiis  as  well  as 
we.  It  is  in  the  coinnionplace  duties  of  Hie,  with  its 
ever-iecui'iing-  petty  trials,  that  we  need  to  be  wateh 
lul.  It  is  to  meet  these  eheerfully  and  eonrageoiisly 
that  we  especially  need  the  yrace  of  God. 

Few  mothers  possess  llie  iuippy  talent  of  j^overn- 
ing-  and  training  ehildren  so  well  as  did  my  wife. 
With  her  it  seemed  to  be  a  natural  gift,  rather  than 
an  acquired  art.  If  our  children  i)ro\e  lo  be  worthy 
men  and  women  to  the  end,  it  will,  1  am  sure,  be 
mainly  due  to  (heir  early  maternal  training.  I  was 
much  of  the  time  from  home,  and  the  goNcrning  and 
training  of  our  children  devt)lved  largely  upon  their 
mother. 

My  wife  was  a  very  strict  observer  of  the  Sabbalh. 
I  always  thought  1  was  stri(;i  enough;  but  she  kept 
a  little  in  advance;  of  me  in  this  rtvspect.  I  ihougiit 
she  stood  so  straight  that  sluUeant  l)a(d<  a  litlle.  I 
I  moie  than  once  renunded  her  of  the  boy  who,  as  a 
means  of  encouraging  him  to  be  good,  res[)ect  the 
Sal)bath  and  reach  the  better  land,  was  told  it  was 
always  Sunday  there,  and  who  answeied,  "  1  don't 
want  to  go  where  it  is  always  Siniday!"  I  reckon 
the  little  fellow  thought  he  had  had  enough  of  Sun- 
day in  this  world. 

In  si>eaking  ol  niy  wile,  it  will  be  seen  that  1  have; 
occasiomilly  used  the  word  "Mamma."  In  my  later 
days,  when  uone  but  the  family  were  present,  I  fre- 
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"(iaoiiily  chinuMl  in  with  tlie  cliildi-cn  luul  t;:ille<l  liei- 
"  Mannna."  Slie  c-iiUed  me  to  tK^couiit  for  tlii8  one 
(lay  ;  but  1  insisted  that  it  w;is  an  altectionale  way  of 
addressin},^  her  in  the  home  circle.  1  said,  "  I  nevei" 
indulji-e  in  this  way  of  addrcssinj^-  you,  except  when 
none  are  !)resent  but  tlu^  (diiidren."  After  this  she 
never  complained  at  my  thus  addiessin-;-  hei".  She 
also  in  our  later  years  tie(inently  callec).me  •'  Tapa." 
■\Iy  wife  was  a  little  over  medium  size;  not  so  tall 
as  her  sister  Mary,  or  sister  (leor<;ie.  Nannie's  face 
resembles  her  motlier's  more  than  any  of  her  daugh- 
tei-s.  Her  profile,  a  little  turned  from  you,  has  a 
striking  likeness  to  her  mother's.  Of  the  boys,  I 
tiiink  Silas'  features  most  like  iiis  mother's.  I  have 
already  stated  that  my  wife  was  eminently  conscien- 
tious.  She  was  so  by  nature.  She  was  biought  n\) 
by  Christian  parents,  around  whose  iieartli  the  do. 
mestic  virtues  were  cultivated  and  had  tliejr  alxxle. 
Sl>e  knew  nothing  of  dissimulation,  and  was  a  stran- 
ger to  artiiiee  and  alTeclation.  Good  sense  was  the 
predominant  feature  of  her  cdiaracter,  and  its  eon- 
trolling  element.  She  was  eminently  discreet  and 
svell  bahui<:ed.  The  conseientious  discharge  of  all 
tlie  duties  of  domestic  life  was  with  her  an  absorbing 
consideration. 

Silas  P.  -Ionks. — lU-other  Silas  married  Miss 
Jaiie  Gallion  on  Oct.  13th,  ISll.  lie  died  August 
lilst    1S7().     lie  was  set  apart   by  the  liaptist  (diurch 
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I  Jit  McLoinoi  eisvillcr  to  tlic  work  of  Liie  0()S[)ol  minis" 

try  wluMi   lie   was   a  liltlo   over   tliirty  years   ol"  age* 

{  Elder  J.  M.   Hurt  and   Dr.  ,J.  K.  (haves  eonstituted 

j  <Le  [)resl)ytery  tliat  ordaini.'d   liini  to  this  work.      He 

was  a  nian  of  line  personal  appearance,  being  a  little 

over  six  feet  liigli  and  well  proportioned,     lie  and 

Brother  Isaac  reseinbletl  ea(d»  otiuu;.  vei-y  iiiiKdi.     lie 

was  not  a  metapliysician  ;  lie  never  dealt  in  abstrai;- 

I  tions   or   sul)tleties   of  doctrine.     FTe  was  a   man  of 

j  thorough   good  sense,  plain  and   |)ractical.     He  i)08- 

I  sessed  a  warm  heart,  active  sympathies,  a  generous 

and  noble  nature.     He  was  frank  and  cordial,  highly 

I  com[)anionable,  and  was  always  hopelul  and  (dieerful. 

!  There  was  a  good  deal  of  magnetism  in  his  eomposi- 

\  tion.     I  always  felt  strengthened  by  l)eing  with  him* 

j  He  entered  readily  into  the  feelings  and  sympathie« 

of  those  aronnd    iiim,  and    knew  how  to   sa^' a   kind 

and   sym|>athi/,ing  word  I  <»  the  aflliidcd  oi;  disti'essiMl. 

He  j)ossessud    strong  con  \'ictions,  anil  was   line    lo 

his  C/Onvictions.      His  edncalion  was  confined  to   the 

ordinary  I'ln^^lish    briinclies,    such   ;is  were   tangiil    in 

lll(^    sehtxds    ol'  the   (toinilry    in    his    days.      He    was 

raised  on  the  plitnlalion  ;  his  life  had   beeu  giNcn  ex- 

cliisividy  to  the  bnsiness  of  the  farm.     He  had  never 

been  in  pnblic  lile  when  he  began  pr(ia(dnng,  and  was 

entirely    nnaccnsi  oiiicd    to    pnldic    speaking.      I    wiis 

nol  a   little  affected  at   his  nnderlaking  lo  preaidi.      1 

tell    satisfied,    however,    that    he   entcj'ed    npon   this 

course    only    from    a  sense   of  duly.      1    Indiexd   in  a 
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Special  call  to  the  ministry  ;  and  believiii<r  tliis,  I  be- 
lieved that  the   Lord  would  sustain  liiin  and   make 
him   useful.     His   labors  were   blessed,   and   he    was 
in  t'u'  hand«  ot'fiie  Ivord  the  means  of  turning'  many 
to  righteousness.     If  t-ver  I  reach  the  heaveidy  land, 
of  which  1  have  an  humble  hope,   I  feel   that,  under 
God,  lie  was  the  means  of  leading-  me  in  the  good 
and  right  way.     Save  my  motiier,  my  own  wife  and 
children,   there  was   no  one  on   earth    that  I    felt  so 
near  and   dear   to    mc.     lie   retteived    i»ut    little  for 
ineachino'.     Not  long  after  the  svar,  he  told   me  that, 
witii  the  exception  of  one  or  two  years,  he  had  given 
away  about  as  much  as  had  evcu-  been  given  him   for 
his  ministerial   laitors.      I   liad  it  in  my  power  to  be 
helpful  to  him  in  some  respects;  and  that  I  had  the 
al)ilit3',  and  the  will  to  use  ii,  has  always  afforded  me 
the  siiicerest  satisfaction.      He  told  me,  after  he  had 
been   lueaching  some  years,  that  when  he.lirst  com- 
menced prayingin  i)ublic  it  always  embarrassed  him, 
until  he  was  called  upon  one  day  to  pray  at  a  camj)- 
meeting  held  near  Shady  Grove.    This  was  before  he 
beg<m  preaching.     While   praying-,  tiie  presence  and 
love  of  God    became  so   manifested   to  him  that  he 
began   shouting  and    praising  God.     '' I f  the  assem- 
bl(!d  universe  had  l)een  present,"  he  said   to   me,   "I 
would   have  praised  (Jod  my  Saviour."     He  was  wil- 
ling for  all  to  be  present,  men  and  angels.    After  tiiis 
hi'  never  felt  any  end>arrassment  in  praying-  in  public. 
I    f(!lt  that  this  nnuiifeslation  of  Cod's  presence  and 
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love  was  granted  liim  for  tlie  purpose  of  strengthen- 
ing liis  faltli  and  removing  from  liim  tlie  fear  of  man. 
My  answer  to  him  was:  "Yon  will  i)erhaps  while 
on  eartii  never  again  have  sueli  a  wonderful  mani. 
ft  station  of  the  divine  love  and  approbation." 

These  wonderful  visitations  of  tiie  presence  and 
glory  of  God  are  not  often  met  .with  in  the  life  of  the 
same  individual.  We  liave  just  .'jTrmucli  gracje  and 
divine  help  given  us  sis  to  emilile  us  to  discdiarge  the 
duties  tiiat  (Jod  re(iiiires  at  our  hands,  and  no  more, 
jtnd  none  to  spare.  It  was  so  under  the  Old  Testa- 
ment dispensation;  it  is' so  under  tlie  iSTew, 

My  brother,  as  stated,  died  on  the  2lst  day  of 
August,  187(!.  lie  wrote  me  some  time  in  l^'ebruary 
that  he  was  seriously  ill.  1  >venl,  to  see  him,  and 
remained  with  him,  as  I  remember,  two  nights  and 
a  day.  I  was  to  see  liim  several  times,  until  my  own 
health  gave  way  in  June.  The  second  time  I  went 
to  see  iiim,  wiiieh  was  in  Maich^  he  feared  that  he 
Inid  (ianeer  of  the  stomach.  My  fi-ars  were  also 
alarmed,  but  I  was  }elu(;tant  to  believe  such  was  the 
case.  But  in  tlie  end  im)  room  was  left  for  doubt.  I 
went  to  see  him  in  April.  lie  was  not  yet  fully  sat- 
isfied as  to  the  nature  of  his  malady,  l)ut  still  appre- 
hended he  hail  cancer  of  the  stonnich.  lie  asked 
me  what  1  thought  of  his  condition,  did  1  think  he 
would  recover?  1  said  to  him  that  1  could  not  tliin>| 
lie  would  not  recover;  that  a  severe  case  of  dyspep- 
sia would  accountl'or  his  symi)tom8.     lie  tolil  me  he 


78  PAJIIIA''    liKMINISC-lONOKS. 

did  not  fuar  deatli ;  juid  lie  ut  this  time  wuh  not,  I  uni 
sure,  SJitistied  t-liat  lie  would  not  he  lestored  to 
liealtli  iigiiin.  J'\)r  alioiil  two  niontlis  bul'oie  liin 
death  1  did  not  wee  him.  I  Wiiseontined  most  of  that 
time  closely  to  my  bed.  For  many  years  bet'oro  his 
death,  to  be  useful  and  to  <lo  j^^ood  .seemed  to  be  the 
ruling  |)ui'i)()se  of  his  lite,  '     __ 

My  biother  left  the  followinj^'  (ddldren  :  LeGrand 
M.,  born  Au-iist  1st,  IS'A)  •  Mary  (!.,  born  .liine  L'oth, 
1817,  who  marriiHl  l)i\  Win-o;  BeltieG.,  born  .June 
unrh,  18r)7,  who  marm-d  a  Mr.  Askew  ;  (they  are  all 
living  in  the  neijj;liborhot)d  o|"  Trcizevant);  Areluu', 
born  Se[)tember  LT),  Ift.VJ,  and  died  Oetol>er  -Itli,  1873. 
His  tildest  son,  Jame.s  .M.,  was  i>oiii  October  1st, 
181.'i,  He  enlisted  in  the  conrfdci  ale  serN'iee  ;    was 

in  the  battle  fonj4lil  opposite  Columluis,  Jv}.,  and 
esca[)ed  unhurt.  He  was  mortally  wounded  in  the 
battle  of  Shiloh  on  Sunday.  IJioMiei'  l.sujic  biou-ht 
him  hoMH!.  1  was  to  see  him  sev<'ral  times  aflei'  he 
Avas  brought  home  an«l  before  lui  died,  and  stayed 
with  him  much  of  the  time.  When  1  lir.st  saw  Inm  1 
had  some  hope  he  would  r<'eo\  er  from  iiis  Wounds. 
lie  was  struck  by  a  Mini<;  b;dl,  a  little  below  the 
re^don  of  the  stomach,  1  lie  ball  condn^-  out  near  thti 
spinal  column,  which  was  not  injured.  lie  <'om- 
plainod  of  no  pain.     He  died  April  liMli,  I8(iL*. 

IOt.DIOK  .1.  M.  Iluwr.— I  cannot  close  this  little 
fandly    sketch    without    saying    a    few   woids    about 
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Elder  J.  M.  Hurt.  Tic  and  m.y  fatber's  family  were 
acquainted  in  Virginia.  I  knew  him  from  the  time  we 
eanie  to  Tennessee  until  hisdeatli.  After  my  fatlier's 
death  he  iimnifcsted  a  good  deal  of  interest  In  our 
famiiy.  lie  always  treated  me  with  marked  kindness 
and  respect.  1  and  my  brother  Silas  ai)i)reciated 
him  throuj;h  life  with  little  less  than  filial  regard. 
He  felt  great  interest  in  Silas  as  a  young  preacher, 
and  was  to  him  as  a  father  in  the  ministry.  I  had 
many  evidences  of  the  warm  interest  lie  felt  in  my 
welfare.  He  was  of  gieat  b<uielit  to  me,  not  only  in 
my  earlier  years,  but  indeed  through  life.  Left 
prett3'  mnidi  alone,  with  no  special  friend  to  counse[ 
or  guide  me,  I  appreciated  more  sensil)ly  the  inter- 
est h(i  manifested  in  me  and  my  father's  family. 
'Whenever  1  could,  1  sought  his  company,  and  loved 
to  be  with  him. 

I  joined  the  J^aptist  (diurch  at  McLemoresville 
while  Klder  ITurt  was  pastor,  and  he  baptized  me. 
lie  was  a  well-informed  man;  and  while  there  were- 
many  men  (d'  more  learning  and  higher  (;ulture,  i 
have  always  thought  he  was  one  of  the  most  intellec- 
tunl  men  1  ever  knew  He  was  by  nature  a  g-reat 
nnui,  of  mascidine  (!ommon  sense,  and  an  original 
tiiinker;  and  was  imdined  to  exhaust  any  subject  in 
whi(di  lu^  became  interested.  Hc^  was  not  what 
would  be  called  a  polished  nnvn ;  tliere  was  some 
thing  of  the  rough-hewn  about  his  (diaracter.  When 
a.  >()ung  num  he  read  l>lackston(i's  Commentaries,  us 
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I  learned  from  him  after  I  became  a  hiw}^^',  and  at 
one  time  thought  of  a(loi)tiiig  tlic  Law  as  a  profes- 
I  sion.     Had  he  done  ko,  he  would   have  taken  the 

1  tirst  rank  in  his  profefssion.     He  was  a  man  of  clear 

conceptions,  strong-  coiivictions,  and  unswerving  in- 
tegrity.    He  must  have  been  somewliat  advanced  in 
;  life  before  he  became  a  i)reacher  of  tiie^Gospel.     My 

j  father  had  been  in  Tennessee  several  years  before  I 

heard  of  Elder  Hurt's  preaching.  He  had,  as  I  un- 
derstood, been  ordained  to  the  ministry  several 
years  before  I  heard  him.  ^Vh(in  called  out  by  an 
injportant  occasion,  he  generally  preached  a  grand 
j  sermon.     Our   old-fashioned    camp-meetings    suited 

him.     Upon   such   occasions   he    came   nearer  John 
\  Keer  than  any  man  I  ever  heard.     1  once  heard  him, 

j  at  the  old  camp-meeting  ground  near  Shady  Grove, 

]  preach  with  powci'ful  efl'ecjt  from  the  text,  "There  is 

a  friend  that  stickcth  closer  than  a  brother^'    J  may 
judge  i)artially  of  many  of  our  old  men  in  the  minis- 
try.    Men  of  the  present  day,  turned  out  from  our 
I  schools,  may  have  nu)re  learning,  greater  knowledge 

of  books,  and  highei'  culture;  but  I  am  slow  to 
believe  that  we  have  that  grand  class  of  men  that 
belonged  to  the  past  generation.  It  seems  to  me 
that  men  of  the  present  day  are  less  spiritually 
minded,  and  rely  more  on  the  knowledge  of  books, 
than  men  of  tlie  past.  1  l)y  no  means  depreciate 
learning;  but  may  not  the  too  eager  i)ursuit  of  the 
mere  learning  to  be  acquired  from  books  chill  tlie 
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spirihial  niaii,  cause  the  student  to  relj'  too  nuich 
upon  liis  leuiMiino,  and  leave  undeveloped  the  natural 
powers,  powers  which  must  always  be  developed  to 
njake  a  truly  great  man? 

Elder  George  Harris  was  a  Presiding  Elder  in 
the  Methodist  Church  when  I  first  knew  him.  1 
rode  out  from  Huntingdon  with  him  one  morning, 
six  or  eight  miles  on  the  Trenton  road.  He  was  on 
his  way  home,  and  J  was  riding  out  to  my  mother's. 
This  was  before  I  was  married,  and  was  the  begin- 
ning of  my  acquaintance  with  him.  I  found  him  to 
be  very  companionable  and  interesting.  My  older 
children  will  recollect  him  well. 

Elder  Harris  was  not  a  graduate  of  any  of  tiie 
schools;  his  educational  advantages  in  early  life 
were  rather  limited;  he  was  self-educated.  He  may 
be  said  to  have  been  a  student  through  life;  was  well 
read,  and  possessed  a  large  share  of  valuable  inform- 
ation. He  was  very  much  of  an  independent  and 
original  thinker.  His  natural  gifts  were  of  a  high 
order.  He  was  eujinently  practical,  and  was  a  man 
of  fine  executive  ability,  He  was  resolute  and  in- 
trepid, clear-headed  and  broad-minded;  |)08sessed  a 
strong  willj  and  was  a  man  of  intlexible  integrity 
He  was  fitted  by  nature  to  be  a  leader  among  men. 
In  ],)erson  he  was  plain,  simple  and  unostentatious. 
There  was  no  alTectation,  no  dissimulation  about 
hiui ;  nothing  narrow  or  little  entered  into  his  char- 
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I  acter.      fTe  pofssesjsetl   u  lar^^r   yliare   of  tliose   quali- 

ties of  iicad  anil  heart  tliat  e.oiiiinaiKl  ailiniratioii  and 
!  esteem,      lie  was    I'rank    and  eordial,  and  liad    many 

waini  and   devoted    liieiids;  and   I  lioBt;  who  diiVeiw-d 
from  him  weie  eoiiijielled  I  <j  icspect,  Inm. 

His  lon;^  lilr  was  urll   and    ns(dnll_v  s|)ent;   and    he 
li;is    hill    hi.s  impress    uium    the    |ie()|)le   anionj;  wiiom 
j  for    many    u-ais    he    li\ed    and    hibored.     He    was    a 

i  /,eah)ns  and    ind(dal  i^alde    |)i  catdn'V  in    liie   eailyln.s- 

I  tory  of  West  'I'ennessee.      Ilis  labors  in  the  cause  af 

;  the    <;o,s|><'|    were  i; really    bb'ssed  ;    many    professed 

1  icli;;iui)  iiiidei'  his  minisii'v,  and  tie  was  (he  mcanis  ol' 

j  liirnini;-  many  to  ri.uht  euiisness.      I  le  ex<'r(!iKed  moi-e 

!  inlliience   in    biiiidin-'    lip    lihs   deiioMunat ion    in  West 

\  Tennessi'e.  than  any  other  siniile  iiidi\i<lnal      He  was 

j  no    ordinary    [ireariiei' ;  and    when    his    powers  were 

I  called  out   upon   st)me  impoi  tanl   (»cca,sioii,  ^enerjilly 

i  j)rcarh('d  a  ^land  ,sei mon.     J   know  of  no  pi-eacheriii 

j  hi-  rlnrch    in   West,  'iVnneSsee  t  hat  equalled    him    in 

I  the  piilpil  ;   nor  can    I  ^ay  that   I    kn(»w  of  any  in   llie 

I  other  (b'noMunations  that  excelled  him.     'I'her<'  wei'e 

in  his  latii'  «hiys  iho,-,c  oi'  liis  church  Ihal  were  mon^ 
scli(daii.\;  bul.  a,s  I  haAC.^aid  of,).  Al.  Hurl,  I  s;iy  of 
JOlder  Harris,  the  .schools  do  nololh  n  turn  out  just 
su(di  men  as  eitiiei'  of  tli.iu.  'Hieir  l)roud,  manly 
common  sense,  their  knowledge  of  the  heart  and 
the  nu'ans  of  reacliin^-,  (lie  iieail,  is  .■some(hin<^  moii^ 
than  the  is<diools,  or  mci(-  scholastic;  training,  can 
.i;ive.     llariiti    knew     ilu     cliaiactcj'    ol    liie    jicojde 
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aiiion;^' wlioiii  lie.  lived  and  labored,  knew  llieir  spiiit- 
iial  wants,  and  knew  how  to  adapti  hiaisell'  to  tlieni. 
T  liad  not  been  in  'l'ieiit(»ii  lonj^-,  l)el'oie  lie  one  day 
ste|)i)ed  into  my  ollice.  Wlien  In-,  was  about  leavinj;- 
lie(]uested  liiin  ne\er  to  miss  an  opitortiniity  of 
spending  a-  nii;lit  with  me,  when  he  could  d(<  .so.  lie 
was  a  line  conversationalist:,  and  I  >yas  very  I'ond  of 
hoiiriny  him  talk,  esi»ejMally  of  the  history  of  liia 
early  days.  lie  knew  much  of  (he  (^arly  history  of 
're,nness<'e  ;  k  ne  w  some!  hiii-^-  personally  of  tho  later 
years  of  I  he  j^real  Cannberland  iJ(^vivaI,  and  was  widl 
ai'<iiiainted  wilh  niunbers  who  had  passed  thr(>iti;liit. 
'lMie.se  weie  in  ti-resl  in^'  subjcMtts  to  me,  and  lie  was 
always  i-eady  to  en-aj;(i  in  e(.n Vf^'sat ion  on  tiiem. 
Out  of  I  his  ^reat  re  vi  val  tho  Cumberland  ["resbyte- 
rian  Chnich  sjMMn.i;'. 

Thcic  was  a  i^ood  deal  of  the  pioneer  in  his  com|M>" 
sition.  lie  was  fond  of  his  rille,  and  id'  hunting  dt«"r 
and  bcai-.  ,Sonie  ol  his  adveiitures  w<'re  highly  e\- 
cilinj^-.  lli^cool  daring  al  liines  was  surprising.  J 
will  .^'ive  one  inc,idenl,.  as  ir  illiistrares  his  (diaractej- 
and  amy  inleicst  my  j^^randidiildreii.  Not  lon^  aftei- 
he  came  to  lli-niy  Oonnty.  while  he  \\asout  on  Ihe 
farm,  lit^  one  i\.\y  lu'ard  a  liou;  pul  up  a  I'eail'ul  .sfpieal-  ■ 
in,^',  not  far  dislani  lio.n  liie  fitdil  in  wliiidi  he  was 
worlviii-;',  I'^oiii  Ihe  t«'irilile  oat. 'IN  of  |lie  ho-',  he 
was  satisiied  Ihila  bcai;  had  .mu-IiI  him.  lie  had 
his  rill.'  wilh  him;  il  was  lo;,d.-.|  ai-d  in  -im).I  c. nidi- 
lion,      lie  always  kept  his  rille  in  .^ood  Older  for  an\ 
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einergenc}'.  Rifle  in  hand,  he  started  in  the  direction 
of  the  noise.  The  cane  and  undergrowth  in  the 
woods  was  thick;  to  avoid  these,  and  to  be  as  silent 
as  possible,  he  took  to  the  bed  of  a  dry  branch,  that 
led  in  the  direction  in  which  he  heard  the  hog.  The 
squealing-  of  the  hog  became  fainter  and  fainter.  As 
he  approached  near,  he  crept  softly  along  the  bed 
of  the  branch;  and  co.ning  to  wliere  the  branch 
nuide  a  sudden  turn,  he  saw  the  bear  on  the  hog,  not 
many  feet  in  front  of  him;  my  recollection  is,  not 
more  than  two  or  three  lengths  of  his  rifle.  Harris 
was  in  a  stooping  posture.  He  and  the  bear  saw 
each  other  about  the  same  time.  The  bear  threw 
himself  back  upon  his  haunches.  Instantly  Harris 
hiul  his  rifle  levelled  upon  him,  took  aim  and  lired. 
The  bear  spr.mg  forward,  ran  over  him,  knocked  off 
his  hat,  and  went  on  his  way.  Harris -reloaded,  fol- 
lowed the  ti-ail  of  the  bear,  by  the  blood,  an<l  in  a  few 
hundred  yards  came  upon  liim,  and  found  him  dead, 
ho  having  given  him  a  mortal  shot.  I  do  not  think 
Daniel  Boone  or  any  other  border  man  ever  displayed 
cooler  nerve  than  Harris  did  upon  this  occasion. 

Charles  Jones,  Colored.— Whtm  the  war  ended, 
many  of  the  colored  people  got  new  homes.  Family 
ties  were  severed.  Charles,  the  colored  man  of 
wliom  1  have  spoken  in  connection  with  the  wonder- 
ful meteoric  display,  moved  to  Gibson  to  be  with  his 
wife.  In  i)assing  to  and  from  Carroll,  I  had  at  differ- 
ent times  seen  most  of  the  old  family  servants,  save 
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j  Charles.     I  had  not  seen  liini  for  several  years  after 

:  the  war.    One  day  he  stepped  into  my  oflicc  at  Tren- 

ton.    I   WHS    alone.     We   had  a  lonj»-  talk.     Ciiarles 
was  undoubtedlv  att'eckMl,  and  1  was  too.     ITe  spoke 
of  his  "ndstiss,"  my  motiier ;    of  the  fact  that  she 
!  iiad  raised  him  from  a  child,  and  ofliia  regret  that  he 

had  not   seen   her  in   her  last  illnes^.     He   had    not 
heard  of  her  sickness  until  after  her  death.     When 
he  was  about  leaving  lie   said:  "  Masi^   LeGrand,  I 
}  must   hug-  you    before   I    leave!" — and    so    he   did. 

j  After  this,  Charles  came  frequently  to  see  us,  until 

\  his  death,  which  was  in  February,  1880;  and  at  such 

times  he  generally  received  some  substantial  evi- 
dence of  the  esteem  in  whicli  he  was  held  by  the 
family.  He  used  to  make  bread-trays  for  sale  in 
ante-bellum  days.  Not  long  after  he  hrst  came  to 
see  me,  after  I  moved  to  Trenton,  I  told  him  he 
must  make  me  a  tray.  He  <lid  so.  My  recollection 
is  that  1  paid  iiim  double  tlie  pri(;e  put  on  it.  ft  wag 
made  of  tui)elo  gum  I  now  iiavc;  it.  I  want  it  pre- 
seived  in  the  family  as  an  heirloom  Charles  was 
one  of  the  best  men  I  ever  knew.  When  he  died,  1 
don't  think  he  left  a  better  man  behind  him,  white  or 
coloied.  For  many  yeai's  before  the  war  he  held 
prayers  at  iiight.  He  generally. became  intei'ested  at 
such  times,  and  everybody  on  the  place  could  hear 
him  pray.  Mother  f\'lt  ('spe(;iall,v  interested  in  hear- 
ing liim.  1  frequenlly  iieard  lief  speak  of  what  a 
comfort  it  was  to  iiei'  to  lu^ar  him  pray.     1  never  saw 
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a  mail  wlio  walkeil  nearer  and  lived  more  in  commu- 
nion with  God. 

ChAULKS  CLAiiic,  Colored.— I  liad  for  six  or  seven 
30ars  before  tlie  war  owned  a  colored  man  named 
Ciiarles  Clark,  f  hon-^lit  liim  at  his  own  reqnest. 
Jle  called  on  me  at,  my  oiVw.v.  oiu^-'day,  with  a  note 
from  his  master  sayinj;-  he  would  sell  him.  I  told 
him  to  yo  and  see  my  wil'e,  and  if  he  and  she  could 
agree  it  would  be  all  rin-ht,  ,,„  „iy  ^iAvt.  My  wife 
wanted  me  to  i)iiy  him,  statin^-  as  her  reason,  that 
with  Charles  on  hand  she  would  always  feed  easy  in 
my  alisence.  lie  was  at  the  time  abont  fifty  yeais 
(dd.  lie  was  one  of  the  iintst  reliabU^  men  1  ever 
kni^w.  I  ni^\er  f<dt  uneasy  wilh  anything  in  his 
hands;    knew  it  would  (;ome  up  I'ight. 

After  the  Federal  soldiers  came  into  the  c'oiintry 
some  of  the  colored  people  went  otf  with  them  ;  but, 
tew:  of  iJiem,  however,  from  our  jiait  of  the  State. 
One  day  1  said  to  Charles:  ''If  you  wan',  to  b-ave 
iiKS  I  don't  want  you  to  slip  otf;  there  is  no  necessity 
for  this;  bid  park  up  and  comi-  and  t.dl  us  l'ar(^well- 
1    have   something  .l(d'l  yet,  and   1   will   give  you  some 

moiiey  to  ht-lp  you  until   you  can  lind   t-mploy nr." 

Charles  s;dd  he  had  no  idea  ol'baving  m,' ;  thai  they 
(  meaning  Ihf  Federals  )  would  noi  -e,|  hiiii  olf,  un- 
less they  tied  him  and  look  hiiii  b\  loree.  ju  Mic  tall 
oT  bSOo  I  moved  lo  i,i>  plaiila!  ion,  |\ii|M-  ,,ii  \\m 
railroad,   three   oi    lour   miles    norili    ol    'rriv.evanl. 
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Cliiulos  was  left  in  (tliuroe  of  my  old  lionic.  When 
the  war  ended  I  oave  hj,,,  ;,  home  for  a  year  free  of 
(diajge.  Two  or  tliiee  years  after  the  close  of  the 
war  lie  eanie  to  see  nw,  and  wantid  lo  live  with  me, 
saying  he  had  ratlier  li\e  with  me  than  anybody  else. 
We  were  all  ohul  m  see  hint;  ny  doubt  of  tliiw.  lie 
stayed  witii  ns  a  day  or  two,  and  inade  his  airangc- 
nients  to  live  with  me;  but  l)clor<'  tiie  end  of  the 
year  one  of  iiis  wilV'.s  daughters  died,  as  1  leariied 
from  iiim,  and  lids  caused  siicli  a  .'ha.j^c  in  the  fam- 
ily rhat  he  eonid  n<d  cmic.  This  was  the  last  time  i 
saw  Chailes.  lie  died  ;t  few  years  after  this.  I  did 
not  know  he  had  been  si(dc  nntil  1  Jieard-  of  his 
deatii,  and  the  news  of  his  <lei.annre  saddened  me. 
I  had  a  ('.(doicd  woman  wiio  died  during;'  tlie  war. 
I\Iy  fathei'  in  law  -ave  her  lo  my  wife  soon  after  we 
were  niarried.  Her  hand  was  in  mine  when  .she 
breathed  her  last. 

1  have  never  heard  any  one  say,  since  the  war, 
(lint  he  would  have  AIVi<-an  slavrry  restored  in  the 
.Sonlhern  Stales.  !  am  -lad  its  lesponsibilily  no 
lon^'er  rests  ii|)on  me,  (.r  is  to  rest  npon  m.y  children. 
Not  that  1  think  slaveiy  a  sin.  Al)raham,  called  the 
friend  of  God,  was  a  slavidioldec.  The  Mosaic  law 
re(!oj.)iizea  slavery.  Shiveiy  existed  in  the  days  Of 
ChrisI  and  his  Apostles.  Thednties  of  boih  masters 
iind  servants  aie  taught  in  the  New  Testament. 
l*aiil  restored  Onesimns,  after  he  was  converted,  t,o 
his  master. 
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In  the  Soutliern  States,  in  ante-belliiin  days,  the 
colored  people  were  better  cared  for  than  any  pnrelj'' 
laboring-  popnlation  of  which  I  .Inive  an}'  knowledge. 
They  performed  but  moderate  labor,  an«l  were  free 
from  the  weightier  cares  that  devolved  upon  their 
masters;  they  were  taken  care  of  in  sickness,  and 
provided  for  in  old  age.  But  when  I  say  this,  I 
frankly  confess  there  were  things  connected  with 
slavery  with  which  I  was  never  satisfied.  ^ 

I  would  not  be  misunderstood  from  what  I  have 
just  said.  I  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  State  sover- 
eignty. The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was 
made  by  tlie  States,  as  separate,  distinct^  political 
communities,  each  State  acting  foi'  itself.  This  the 
history  of  the  Constitution  abundantly  establishes: 
and  by  its  terms  it  is  binding  hetween  the  States  rati- 
fying  the  smnc.  The  Federal  Government,  under  the 
Constitution,  is  one  of  delegated  powers;  its,i)0wer8 
are  limited,  and  it  can  rightfully  exercise  no  powers 
save  those  that  are  delegated.  This  is  so  upon  ])rin.- 
ciple,  and  needs  no  declaration  to  that  effect.  But  it 
is,  out  of  abundant  caution,  so  declared  in  tlie  tenth 
article  of  tlie  Amendments  to  the  Constitution.  All 
the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
I  States,  up  to  J8G0,  not  only  recognize  but  declare 

!  these   doctiines.     Entertaining   these    opinions,  my 

'i 

\  allegiance   went    with   my  State  when   she  withdrew 

from  the  Federal  Union. 
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A.  TsiN. — My  cliildieii  may  at  some  future  day 
wish  to  know  how  I  bi'cainc  iut crested  in  the  little 
Chinese  yirl,  A.  Tisin. 

Tlie  (Chinese  wei'e  in('lin<^d,  some  years  a^^o,  to 
boycott  any  of  their  race  wlio  embraced  the  Christian 
religion.  Tliis  feeling  still  continues.  In  tiie  Sep- 
tember number  of  tlie  l*\ueign  Missionary  Journal 
of  188J:  or  1885,  nw  well  as  1  recollect,  there  wa^)ub- 
lished  ix  letter  from  JjioMier  E.  Z.  Simmons,  one  of 
our  missionaries  to  Canton,  China,  fn  this  letter  he 
said  he  had  recently  had  a  hot  and  muddy  walk,  and 
being  tired,  had  sat  down  to  rest  in  some  shade. 
While  resting,  a  Chinese  woumn  came  along,  bearing 
a  heavy  burden.  She  had  brought  this  burden  a 
number  of  miles,  for  wiiich  she  would  receive  a 
small  pittancre,  or  what  in  this  country  wouUl  be  so 
regar<led.  Ue  stated  in  his  letter  that  she  and  Ucv 
husband  had  embraced  the  Christian  rtdigion;  that 
her  husband  had  formerly  been  a  butcher,  and  that 
for  renoinuMng  the  religion  of  their  country  iiis  (UIh- 
tomers  hafl  all  lelt  liim  ;  and  he  had  to  al)andon  his 
business,  and  was  reduced  to  great  straits  to  make  a 
living.  This  poor  wonnin  had  lu  consequence  been 
compelled  to  take  this  long  and  toilsome  walk  to 
make  something  with  which  to  sn|)port  life.  lOlder 
Simmons'  walk,  Iki  stated,  had  liccn  light  (;ompared 
with  hers,  lie  thereupon  took  coinage  and  went  on 
his  way.  The  story  was  a  ((mdiing  one.  1  felt  1 
wanted  this  wouuin  and  her  husband  to  know  tiui( 
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(  one  human  heini;,  Lhoii^h  living-  on  the  opposite  side 

of  the  globe,   luid   heiud  their  stoiy  and  hjid  been 
{  moved   by  it.     I   theieui)on    sent  Brother  Simmons 

(  ftve  <lolhirs  to  be  given  InSr,  unless  he  shouUl  know 

j  son)e  reason    for   not  doing-  ^o,    my  meiining-  being, 

j  unless  they  had  apostatized,  vvliieh  I  sui)i)Ose  lie  un- 

j  derstood. 

I  Several  months  had  piibsed.    1  had  ceased  to  think 

I  of  the  little  incident,  when   one  day  as  I  lay  on  my 

'  bed  a  letter  was  handed  me  fi'om   Brother  Sinunons' 

lie  had  received  the  money,  and  liad  given  it  to  the 
I  jxtor  woman.    Tiiey  were  thankful  indeed.    The  same 

j  envi'loi)e  contained   a  letter  tVom   the  husband  and 

I  wife,   written    to  me   in    Chinese.     1    regretted  that 

I  Brother  Simmons  had  not  translated  it.    In  his  letter 

he  told  me  they  had  a  little  girl  they  wanted  to  edu- 
cate in  our  Canton  schools,  but  they  were  too  poor 
to  do  so.  11(;  told  me  the  sum  reciuirecf,  but  did  not 
ask  mi;  f(H'  any  help.  J  deteinnned  to  aid  in  her 
education,  and  havti  done  so.  'I'his  is  tin;  way  1  (jauie 
t(»  1)0  interested  in  IIiIh  littl<'  giil.  J  have  now  (Jan- 
uary, 1891,)  ct)ntributed  to  her  education  for  live 
yeajs.  In  one  ^car  more,  1  learn  from  Brother  Sim- 
mons, her  vMlu(ati(tn  will  be  completed,  and  she  will 
be  (jualitiiMl  to  teach,  ^fwo  years  ago,  the  coming 
spring,  the-  little  girl  prol'esse<l  religion  and  was  bap- 
tized. This  aecoujit  may  at  some  future  day  be 
interesting  to  my  children. 
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GllKAl'  (JilANOKS  have  takoii  phuu'  in  tlic  liabits 
;ui<l  bii«iuc8is  inctlu»ils  of  the  i>en|)li'.  .since  I  was  u 
boy.  Liiboi-.savin;^-  niaciiincs  *<^'itli(mt-  nuinbcr  liavo 
been  invented,  greatly  multiplied,  and  bi'onglit  into 
use  in  every  depai'tim-nt  of  business.  In  my  earlier 
days  families  did  not  buy  tiie  (luantity  of  dry  goods 
tliey  do  ni)\v.  Tlie  spinning  wheel  and  loom  were 
then  to  be  found  in  escry  family.  The  white  women 
of  the  country  spun  and  wove  much  of  the  elotii  that 
was  used  iu  the  family.  During  the  winter  months 
the  negro  women  on  the  plantaliTMis  were  iMuployed 
in  spinning,  and  some  in  weaving.  When  a.  boy,  \ 
si)Ooled,  wari)ed  and  i)ut  in  the  loom,  and  through 
the  sley  and  harness,  and  wove  many  a,  [)ieee  of  cloth. 
I  was  sometimes  re(|uired  to  do  the  ironing  foi-  the 
family  ;  but  there  were  some  things  I  never  did  :  I 
never  washed  clothes  nor  ndlked  a  cow. 

The  wheel  for  si)inning  flax  v^'jis  also  common. 
Sl)inning  flax  was  a  beautiful  and  rapid  work.  JMj' 
mother  was  veiy  fond  of  it,  and  was  a  rajjid  spinner* 
All  classes  W(U(;  to  a  large  extent  clothe<l  with  fab- 
rics uiade  at  home;  and  the  household  was  in  this 
way  largely  supi)lied  with  cottou,  woolen  and  flaxen 
goods. 

Tan  yards  were  iu  every  neighborhood.  At  these 
the  leatlier  was  tanned  I'or  making  shoes,  harness, 
et(!.  Th(^  people  lived  well  an<l  com  rorlal)ly,  and 
more  atrhomethen  than  now  There  was  .more  gen- 
(Mal    industry,   and    less    running  alMiul    than    at    the 
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prcweni  day.  My  iiidtlicr  did  the  s(^\viii<;'  foi-  u  liiige 
white  iUid  (Colored  fiiinily  wilti  I  luv  needle.  Sewing- 
inaidniies  Iimvc  coiiic  into  use  loii^  »inc.c  I  was  a 
grown  nnin. 

I  can  recollect  when  a  few  old  fanners  still  used 
the  rcap-liook  lor  cii/ting  wheat  and  oats;  but  this 
had  In'cn  very  generally  ahandoneil  tor  the,  s<;ythc 
and  cradle;  an<l  these  to  a  large  extent  have  l)een 
supplaiited  by  the  reaper.  We  then  trod  out  wheat 
mainly  with  horses  Since  then  this  practi(;e  has 
been  entirely  abandoned  for  the  thresher. 

Tobacco  and  wheat  were  the  leading  nionied  sta- 
ples in  thai  pari  ot  Virginia  where  niy  father  liveil. 
JMie  tobacco  was  [irized  in  largi-  Intgsheads,  weighjng 
from  18()()  to  2000  ponnds.  These  wei'c  carried  to 
nnirUet  on  wagons.  The  wagons  usually  bronght 
back  diy  goods  or  groceries.  Jiicdnnond  and  Fanu- 
ville  were  our  leading  tobacco  ami  wheat  markets. 

When  my  lather  was  a  young  man  it  was  «|uito 
(;ommon  to  r(dl  tohacco  lo  inaiket  1  have;  st'cn 
tobac(M)  taken  lo  market  in  I  his  way.  l'\dloc8  were 
l)iit  around  the  liogsheai.!  neaj'  eacdi  end.  and  an  axle^ 
was  tixed  to  (he  ends  of  the  iiogshead,  lo  which  a 
frame  tongue,  or  some! hing  in  the  nature  of  a  tongue, 
was  lix«.'d.  A  yoki;  oi  oxen  or  two  hoises  would  iu 
this  way  roll  a  hogshead  very  easily.  This  way  of 
taking  lobaceo  to  niiirktl  was  inrlined  lo  damage  it, 
as  it  would  have  to  be  rolled  thit>n-li  the  mud.  if 
a  i\\   a;j,l     l.u'    li;;:v    .i.i!).  i  l.,;i'  1    .^;:r.',.::i.     i;,.i;,  ..i::: 
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were  also  used  on  Stimton  and  Dan  rivers,  and  I 
8ui)i)08e  on  otliei"  streams  in  the  State,  for  carrying 
lieiuy  i)rodnt'e  to  market.  They  usually  carried 
eight  or  ten  lioj^sliead.s  at  a  time.  They  were  conr 
nionly  manned  Ny  three  hands';  one  a  sternman,  and 
two  to  work  at  the  poles  in  goiny  up  stream.  They 
made  good  speed,  with  but  little  lal)or,  in  going  dowu 
stream;  but  in  coming  up  stream  the  batteau  (boat) 
iiad  to  l)e  ]»oled.  Tliis  vvas  a  hard  and  labin'ious 
woi  Ic.  They  generally  had  a,  bugle  on  board,  which 
souM^  of  the  iiands  would  occasionally  wind. 
I  b\)r  many  yeais  al'icr  my  father-  came  to 'I'ennessee 

I  Mie  cotton,  tol)a<!c()  and   wheat  was  generally  haul- 

ed from  the   neighborhood    of    iMcLemoresville    to 
I  Wills'  Point,  or  to  some  otiier  place  on  the  Tennes- 

see   Iviver.     Ocujasionally  some    would   be   hanled  to 
1  Hickman,  Kentucky.     My  grandcliildren  will  under- 

stand there  wore  no  railroads  in  tlie  country  at  the 
I  time  of  wiiich   1  am   now  speaking.     The  telegraph 

I  has  been  invented  and  brought  into  use  within  my 

j  recoIle(;tion. 

j  My  health  gave  way  in   the  summer  of  1876,  since 

j  which  time  I  have  been  unable  to  attend  to  any  ac- 

I  li\e  bu.siness.     Aly  two  ycumger  ciiildren  have  little, 

if  any,  rei;ollection  when  their  father  was  in   active 

life.    Tiiev  reciollect  me  only  as  a  broken-down  man. 

j  i    little   thought,   ten    oi     twelve    years    ago,    tiuit    I 

\  should  live  to  see  all  my  children  giown,  but   1    have 

li\t';]  to  see   m\'  \")n'i"'-est  son  re:i<'li  manhood.     And 
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more,   they   are    all    Christian    men   and    Christian 
women. 

The  Lord  has  mercifnlly  lengthened  ont  my  days. 
I  desire  to  be  thanklul.  May  my  ciiildren  ever  walk 
in  the  liglit  and  in  the  tear  of  God.  May  they  never 
cease  to  remember  that  the  fear  of  tlie  Lord  is  the 
beginning  of  wisdom.  May  tliey  be  useful  in  their 
day  and  generation,  and  may  the  blessing  of  heaven 
ever  rest  upon  tiiem. 


2511    1 


